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From Purrysburg to Prosperity
on the Southern Frontier:
Francis Pelot of South Carolina, 1720-1774
by Daniel J. Tortora

Jonas Pelot, a master shoemaker in his late forties, embarked on a
new adventure at an age when many men entered the twilight of their
lives. For more than three hundred years, the Pelot family had lived
in La Neuveville, a French-speaking medieval village in the canton of
Bern. But Pelot wished to escape the political tumult that had disrupted
community life and business in his small town. Citizens charged local
government officials with corruption. Though Jonas Pelot had nothing
to do with the controversy, one of the accused was a personal friend. At
the same time, the promises of Jean-Pierre Purry sounded appealing.
Purry, a Swiss entrepreneur, promised land, opportunity, and wealth along
the southern frontier of North America. After lobbying European governments for more than a decade, Purry secured land in South Carolina
along the Georgia border and recruited European Protestants of all backgrounds. Pelot caught the "Rabies Carolinae." The emigrants benefited
the province by establishing a buffer from Indians and foreign enemies.
They would help to counterbalance the black majority population.
In the spring of 1734, Jonas Pelot decided to move his family to
South Carolina. He left La Neuveville with his wife Susanne Marie
(Jacquet) and his three surviving children, "Charles," sixteen years old,
Jean-Fran~ois "Francis," fourteen, and Marianne "Ann," six. The Pelots
journeyed down the Rhine from Zurich to a Dutch port. They sailed
with Purry to South Carolina. 1
1
Meredith B. Colket, Jr., "Swiss Ancestry and Descendants of Jonas Pelot Who
Settled in South Carolina in 1734," The Genealogist 1, no. 2 (Fall 1980): pp. 140-148;
. Meredith B. Colket, Jr., Julia Pelot Colket, and William Currie Colket, Pelot Famity Genealogy Including Appendices and Allied Families (Bradenton, Fla.: William Currie Colket and
Julia Pelot Colket, 1995), pp. 1, 22-24. According to Oliver Hart, (continued on next page)

1
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The Pelots reached South Carolina on October 28, 1734, with
260 immigrants. They joined a few hundred others at recently-founded Purrysburg. Of the three Swiss settlements in North America at the
time-the others at New Bern, North Carolina, and Ebenezer, Georgia-Purrysburg proved the most disappointing. The soil was poor. Silk
production failed. Financial difficulties abounded. The South Carolina
Council focused its attention elsewhere, preventing the community's
inhabitants from securing land titles. The environment bred disease.
Malaria and other ailments claimed dozens of lives. Within two weeks
of the family's arrival, tragedy struck the Pelots: Susanne Pelot died.2
In the wake of this tragedy, young Francis Pelot did what so many
other Purrysburg residents did. He moved away from the miserable
settlement to lands nearby. The "youth of bright parts and a good education," as a friend later put it, moved fifteen miles northeast to Indian
Land. On a plantation situated on the Euhaw River, Pelot tutored the
children of John Sealy, Jr. and his wife Hannah. Francis Pelot's parents had raised him in the Swiss Reformed tradition. But encouraged
by the pious Sealy Family, he embraced the small but growing Baptist
community in the region. In 1775, Pelot's friend wrote that the young
teacher displayed intelligence and "good religious character." Soon,
Pelot earned the respect of John and Hannah Sealy. Before long, he
wooed one of the six Sealy children. When John Sealy died, Pelot asked
for nineteen year-old Martha's Sealy's hand in marriage. The young
couple wed on May 19, 1741. Pelot added to his landholdings, cattle
and slaves through marriage, inheritance, purchase, and perseverance.
(continued from previous page) the Pelot family was "wealthy and reputable." Loulie
Latimer Owens, ed., "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown,
Pastor of the Baptist Church of Charlestown," p. 7, Oliver Hart Papers, South Caroliniana Library, Columbia, S .C .; "Proposals by Mr. Petter Purry ... ," The Gentleman's Magazine, Or, Monthly Intelligencer For the Year 1732, pp. 886, 894-96, 969, 1017-18. On
colonial South Carolina's Protestant communities, the "Township System," see Walter B.
Edgar, South Carolina: A History (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1998),
pp. 51-60; Arthur Henry Hirsch, The Huguenots of Colonial South Carolina (Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press, 1928), pp. 28-33; Agnes Beville Tedcastle, ed., "Testimonial Granted to Honorable Jonas Pelot, of Neuveville, Switzerland," Transactions of the
Huguenot Society of South Carolina 36 (1931), pp.60-62.
2
South Carolina Gazette, Nov. 16-23, 1734, p. 3; Colkett, Pelot Family Genealogy, pp. 1, 22; Lawrence S. Rowland,Alexander Moore, and George C. Rogers, Jr., The
History of Beaufort County, South Carolina, Vol.]: 1514-1861 (Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press, 1996), pp. 119-121.
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Figure 1: Francis Pelot's South Carolina, 1734-1774. Credit: Author, 2012.

With Purrysburg never far away, Francis Pelot fashioned a remarkable
life and career.3
Arlin C. Migliazzo's To Make This Land Our Own: Community,
Identity, and Cultural Adaptation in Purrysburg Township, South Carolina, 1732-1865, details the development of the Purrysburg community
and its broader networks.4 Building on Migliazzo's work, this essay
offers the first in-depth article on the life and ministry of Francis Pelot.
While genealogists have uncovered the family connections of Pelot to
3
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of the Rev. Oliver Hart," p. 3; Arlin C.
Migliazzo, To Make This Land Our Own: Community, Identity, and Cultural Adaptation in Purrysburg Township, South Carolina, 1732-1865 (Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2007), pp. 142-44.
4
Migliazzo, To Make This Land Our Own, pp. 98-99, 101-102, 142-43.
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the present day, they have done less to explore his economic pursuits
and his religious activities.5 In a similar vein, scholars have written
extensively on the Charleston Baptist Association. They have uncovered rich detail on Oliver Hart's life and ministry. But Pelot has become
an afterthought; less is known about this influential shaper of Baptist
life in the mid-eighteenth century.6 This essay seeks to fill these gaps.
The life of pastor and planter Francis Pelot offers valuable insight into
the experiences of early Swiss immigrants in the South. It demonstrates
a path from Purrysburg to prosperity along the Southern British frontier.
And it paints a fuller picture of Baptist activities in colonial South Carolina and in the British North American colonies.
Francis Pelot's introduction to the Baptist faith came with the Sealy
family. By 1745, he was worshipping at the Euhaw Baptist Church in
Indian Land, near present-day Grahamville. 7 In 1746, Pelot and William
Elbert began to serve Euhaw as probationers, non-ordained preachers.
But Baptist life in South Carolina had reached its nadir. In 1749, a factional dispute between members of the Charleston church devolved into
a bitter struggle for ownership of the church property. Reverend Isaac
Chandler, pastor at the Ashley River Baptist Church, was the only Baptist minister in the colony. When he died late that November, things
looked bleak. Oliver Hart, a young minister from Pennsylvania, arrived
on the same day as Chanler's funeral. 8 He launched plans to revitalize
the activities of Baptists in South Carolina. Francis Pelot, the promising
young probationer at Euhaw Baptist Church befriended Hart. Together
Hart and Pelot transformed Baptist life in South Carolina and beyond.
5

Colkett, Pelot Family Genealogy.
Loulie Latimer Owens, "Oliver Hart, 1723-1795: A Brief Biography," Baptist History and Heritage 1 (July 1966), pp. 19-46; Robert A. Baker and Paul J. Craven, Jr., History of the First Baptist Church of Charleston, South Carolina, 1682-2007 (Springfield,
Mo.: Particular Baptist Press, 2007), pp. 123-176.
7
The original meetinghouse no longer stands. On the congregation's early history
and its first pastors, see Morgan Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists,
edited by Eve B. Weeks and Mary Bondurant Warren (Danielsville, Ga.: Heritage Papers, 1984) [original published in Philadelphia, 1772], pp. 130-33; Leah Townsend, South
Carolina Baptists, 1670-1805 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc., 1974)
[originally published in Florence, S.C., 1935], pp. 36-38; Wofford E. Malphrus,AHistory
of Euhaw Baptist Church, 1686-1995 (Euhaw, S.C.: by the author, 1995), pp. 1-3 .
8 Richard Furman, Rewards of Grace Conferr'd on Christ's Faithful People: A
Sermon, Occasioned by the Death of the Rev. Oliver Hart, AM. (Charleston: J. Mciver,
1796), pp. 21-22.
6
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Family tragedy, in part, propelled Francis Pelot's religious zeal. In
1750, disaster again struck. Charles Pelot left his home in Purrysburg
to visit his brother at Euhaw. He never made it. Charles got caught in a
severe winter storm and went missing. Three months later, his remains
were discovered. At this trying time, Pelot found strength in his new
ministry and grew stronger in his faith. Elbert quit the ministry in 1750,
but Pelot continued at the Euhaw church. The death of his brother and
conversations with Oliver Hart inspired Pelot to focus more intently
on his ministry. He began to consider ordination. And he donated an
acre of his own land for the construction of a new meetinghouse for his
Euhaw congregation. Pelot was positioning himself for prominence in
the community. And as friends and family scattered from Purrysburg
to the surrounding countryside, Pelot had the connections he needed to
succeed in religious and business ventures .9
On March 5, 1751, a year after Hart arrived and Charles Pelot
died, the new church at Euhaw opened its doors. It occupied prime real
estate-along Boyd's Creek and on the road from Savannah to Charles
Town (Charleston today). The spacious but humble sanctuary measured
thirty-six by thirty feet, and had an adjacent vestry and school house.
It also enjoyed the blessing and backing of the great evangelist, the
Reverend George Whitefield. Whitefield had spoken to the forerunner to the Euhaw congregation on Edisto Island in 1740 and had traveled with its first pastor. Now, he journeyed to Euhaw, thirty-five miles
from Savannah. He preached to an overjoyed crowd and consecrated
the church. 10 Whitefield returned three years later to Euhaw in 1754 to
marry Joanna Staples and Pelot's brother-in-law Joseph Sealy, Jr. 11
Less than six months after Euhaw Church opened, Oliver Hart
organized the Charleston Baptist Association on October 21, 1751. Four
churches-Charleston, Ashley River, Welsh Neck, and Euhaw- became
its charter members. As pastor and church historian, Wood Furman ex9
Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, p. 130; Townsend, South
Carolina Baptists, p. 39; Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of
Charlestown," p. 7; Malphrus, A History of Euhaw Baptist Church, p. 3; Migliazzo, To
Make This Land Our Own, p. 61.
10
Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, p. 130; Malphrus, A History of Euhaw Baptist Church, pp. 3, 7. In the 1850s, the church moved permanently to its
present-day location (4).
11
Rowland, Moore, and Rogers, Jr., The History of Beaufort County, South Carolina, Vol. 1, p. 134.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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plains, massive flooding prevented the delegates from Euhaw from
attending. Just a few months later, Pelot was ordained. Hart preached
on a verse from Matthew 10: 16, describing when Jesus sent out his disciples: "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: Be ye
therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves." Hart wrote in his diary that "many attended ... and in general they were much affected." 12
A massive transformation followed for South Carolina Baptists. Francis
Pelot played an understated role in the early development and expansion of Baptist churches in South Carolina and Georgia.
As Pelot began to expand the activities of South Carolina's
Baptists, he added to his family and to his landholdings. With Martha, Francis had eight children: John, Francis, Samuel, James, Thomas,
Benjamin, David, and Jonas. Only three of these-John, James, and
Samuel-survived their father. Martha died on August 29, 1760, leaving her husband a widow after nineteen years of marriage. Within eighteen months, Pelot remarried a widow, Catherine (Stoll) Screven. Catherine's father-in-law had been a Baptist preacher. And her late husband,
a deacon at the Charles Town Baptist church, left a large plantation
on James Island. In Catherine Stoll, "Mr. Pelot was again blest with a
pious prudent and suitable companion," recalled Oliver Hart. Stoll was
French Huguenot, so it seems likely that the couple could speak to
each other in French. The couple had four children: Charles, Thomas,
Benjamin, and Sarah. Only Charles and Benjamin survived their father.
Sarah was born after his death .13
Pelot amassed wealth through marriage, but also through inheritance, and persistence. Pelot purchased 900 acres along Euhaw Creek in
the 1750s alone and amassed a plantation he called Ercherode. In 1753,
he successfully petitioned the South Carolina Council for land that his
father had been promised years earlier in Purrysburg. Jonas Pelot died
the next year, leaving his son two-thirds of all of his lands. The pastor
petitioned again in 17 59, 17 61, and 1773, amassing another 1,450 acres.

a

Wood Furman, A History of the Charleston Association of Baptist Churches in
the State of South Carolina, with an Appendix (Charleston: Printed for J. Bruce, 1811),
pp. 8-9. On the Jan. 13, 1752, ordination, see Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, p. 39;
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown," pp. 3, 8.
13
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown,"
p. 8; Colket, Pelot Family Genealogy, pp. 31-39; "Pelot Family History and Genealogy
Research Files, South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, S.C., pp.30-34.
12
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Figure 2: Pelot placed this ad in the South Carolina Gazette, December 26,
1761-January 2, 1762, p. 1.

And he later added another four hundred acres nearby. Pelot also added
lands through the death of his father's second wife. 14
And, though it seems like a contradiction today for such a devout
Christian, Pelot bought and sold slaves. He grew rice, indigo, and corn,
and raised large herds of livestock. One can only wonder how he, his
family, or his overseers ran his plantations and interacted with slaves.
Pelot preached to his slaves, but we have no details on the result. To see
the pastor as a benevolent patriarch misses the mark. Through his inheritances, purchases, and business deals, Pelot split apart slave families.
Pelot sold thirty slaves that Catherine Stoll inherited from her late husband and transferred the rest to his Euhaw plantation in January 1762.
When six of the latter fled his plantation, just a few weeks after they
arrived there, Pelot advertised that "if any of them shall come home of
their own accord they shall be forgiven." He hoped this paternalistic act
of charity would stem the tide of slave unrest that he had created. 15

14

Conveyance books, 1719-1776, Vols. GG:160, RR:480 , B-4:199, South Carolina
Department of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C. (microfilm), S372001; South Carolina Memorial Books, 1731-1778, VII:266, XIV:136, XXII:264, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C. (microfilm), SlllOOl; Townsend, South
Carolina Baptists, 41n; JJ.G. Cooper, Fernandina, Florida, personal interview by Rose
Shepherd, writer, Nov. 22 [1939] in Old Families, Spanish Grants, and Old Plantations
of Nassau County (Florida), 1, in American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal
Writers' Project, 1936-1940, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.
15
South Carolina Gazette, Apr. 17-24, 1762, p. 1, Dec. 26-Jan. 2, 1762, p. 2; Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, p. 133.
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1762,p.2.
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Pelot had more to fill his time than just managing his plantations.
From 1752 to 1774, he strove tirelessly to constitute new churches.
Pelot carried on a correspondence with Euhaw Church's branches on
Hilton Head Island and at Beaufort. In the mid-1750s, he also donated
books to Pastor Henry Ledbetter of Lynch's Creek, a congregation with
several branches on a tributary of the Pedee River. Pelot's influence had
now spread to the northeast part of the province. He helped found a new
church several miles north of Euhaw at Coosawhatchie (later renamed
Beech Branch Baptist Church) in 1759. 16 Pelot and Hart attended the
opening of the Baptist Church at New Savannah (Georgia), later known
as Botsford's Old Meeting House, in 1771. 17
The Euhaw pastor also drew on his experience as a young man
tutoring the Sealy children, translating it into teaching and then ordaining ministers. In 17 56, delegates at the annual meeting of the Charleston Baptist Association agreed to raise £133 currency to fund ministerial education. Pelot, Hart, and Stephens, managed the money. Funds
added to the sum already raised by the Religious Society- a committee
of Charles Town Baptists committed to the same goal-in 1755. 18 The
recipients of Society funds included Samuel Stillman, Nicholas Bedgegood, Evan Pugh, Edmund Botsford, and Edmund Matthews. 19 Pelot
preached the ordination sermon on February 26, 1759, for Stillman and
Bedgegood. In 1763, he preached at the ordination of Hezekiah Smith,
a young College of New Jersey (Princeton) graduate who was touring
the South. Smith became the Baptist minister at Haverhill, Massachusetts, in 1766 yet maintained ties with the Charleston Association.20

16
Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, pp. 135-136. Hart and
Pelot constituted the church at Coosawhatchie with minister James Smart, and baptized
three new members on Sept. 12, 1759. Three months later, Coosawhatchie joined the
Charleston Association. Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, pp. 40, 47-50.
17
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown," 6;
Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, pp. 95, 95n.
18
Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, pp. 118-119.
19
For information on each of these men, see Baker and Craven, Jr., History of the
First Baptist Church of Charleston, South Carolina, pp. 157-159.
20
Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, pp. 157-159; Francis
Pelot, "A Sermon Preached in Charleston at the Ordination of Nicholas Bedgegood and
Samuel Stillman on Feb. 26, 1759, by Francis Pelot, VD.M," James B. Duke Library,
Special Collections, Furman University, Greenville, SC. Pelot spoke on the duties and
expectations of a minister.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

12

et al.: Full Issue

February 2013 SAHS Review

Figure 4: Francis Pelot spoke on the responsibilities of ministers in this 1759
sermon in his hand. Courtesy: James B. Duke Library, Special Collections, Furman
University.

Pelot hosted Evan Pugh, a Pennsylvanian-born Welshman who had
learned surveying from George Washington. An itinerant minister had
recommended Pugh to the South Carolina Baptists. Pugh arrived by way
of Virginia in 1762. He lived and studied under Pelot for six months.
The student preached at Hilton Head and Pipe Creek. He quickly made
friends and shared the valuable surveying skills he had learned from
Washington. Pugh helped to put out a fire on Pelot's plantation. During
Pugh's stay, the Pelots welcomed their child Charles into the world.
Pugh was licensed in June 1763. Hart, Stephens, and Pelot ordained him
at Euhaw in November 1764. He became pastor of Cashaway Church
in an area in northeastern South Carolina heavily populated by Welsh
settlers. 21
Pelot also took Edmund Botsford and Edmund Matthews under
his wing. Botsford stayed a few months with Hart after his 1771
ordination. A "facetious" Pelot, as Hart once described his friend,
humbled the young preacher by refusing to opine on how well he
had delivered a sermon. The following week, Botsford once again
performed so magnificently that Pelot admitted that the young minister had been excellent on both occasions, and his first sermon had
been no fluke! Botsford then filled the vacant pastorate at a church
21 Horace Fraser Rudisill, ed., The Diaries of Evan Pugh (1762-1801) (Florence,
S.C.: St. David's Society, 1993), pp. 15-23, 39-40, 50-51. Pugh's diaries also contain the
verses on which Pelot preached.
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in Tuckaseeking, Georgia. Pelot's protege quickly gained converts.
Pelot visited the following year to lend support and to baptize the
believers. In 1773, Botsford moved on to New Savannah (also known
as Botsford's Old Meeting House). Pelot and Hart journeyed to the
tiny church thirty miles below Savannah and ordained the preacher. 22
At the same time, Pelot supported and encouraged his former pupil,
Edmund Matthews. Matthews, the grandson of English philosopher
Thomas Hobbes, filled the vacant pastorate at Euhaw's sister church
on Hilton Head. 23
Pelot not only widened the web of Baptist connections in the Lowcountry of South Carolina and Georgia. He also bridged the divides
between non-Anglican Protestants in the region. These "dissenters" saw
themselves as part of a shared community and they searched for common ground. Baptists of the Charleston Association and Presbyterians
of South Carolina diverged on some theological issues, most notably
baptism. Presbyterians favored the practice of infant baptism and most
Baptists opposed it. Presbyterians advocated sprinkling, while Baptists
insisted on immersion. Still, for decades both had been forced to support
the state-established church and had been persecuted for their beliefs.
Both also believed in confessions of faith. Until the 1770s, the Charleston Association adhered to the Philadelphia Confession, based on the
Second London Confession (1677) of English Calvinistic Baptists. This
document in turn had been derived from the Westminster Confession,
which the Presbyterians used. 24
On several occasions, non-Baptist ministers preached at Euhaw
Baptist Church. Rev. William Hutson, pastor of the Independent Meeting (now Circular Church) in Charleston, preached at least three times
in 1758 and 1759 to the congregation at Euhaw. From 1743 to 1756,
Hutson, a close friend of the Pelot Family, resided in Indian Land and
22

Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of the Rev. Oliver Hart," pp. 7-9. Botsford
soon became pastor of a church in Burke County, Georgia. He later served the Welsh Neck
and Georgetown churches in S.C. Charles D. Mallary, ed., Memoirs of Elder Edmund
Botsford, 200 ed. (Springfield, Mo.: Particular Baptist Press, 2004), pp. vii-xiv, 23-29; J.
Glenwood Clayton, "Elder Edmund Botsford of South Carolina," Journal of the South
Carolina Baptist Historical Society 2 (Nov. 1976): pp. 26-28.
23
Edwards, Materials Towards a History of the Baptists, pp. 133-134.
24
E. Brooks Holyfield, Theology in America: Christian Thought from the Age of
the Puritans to the Civil War (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2003), pp.
275-276.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

14

et al.: Full Issue

February 2013 SAHS Review

12

was pastor of the Stoney Creek Independent Presbyterian Church, located between present-day Pocotaligo and Sheldon, South Carolina. 25
Pelot also maintained a lifelong friendship with John Joachim
Zubly. As Arlin Migliazzo points out, Zubly, born in St. Gall, Switzerland, had grown up in Purrysburg. After attending school in Europe,
he returned to the South in 1745 and became a Calvinist preacher in
the German Reformed tradition. In 1758, he moved to Savannah and
became the pastor of the Independent Meeting House there in 1760.
Zubly's father still lived in Purrysburg, and he often visited Pelot during his trips to Charles Town. On one memorable occasion, Zubly wrote
in his journal that the two friends debated Pelot's sermon to a group of
backcountry settlers. Apparently, Zubly took issue with Pelot's interpretation of a verse in the Book of Genesis.26
The friendship between Pelot and Zubly had no doubt been forged
in Purrysburg. Pelot, like so many settlers in South Carolina, maintained
the connections he had forged there. By 1759, he owned 1,000 acres in
Purrysburg. His sister Marianne lived there until 1768, when she remarried and moved to east Florida with her new husband. Gradually
these ties weakened, however. The children who grew up in Purrysburg
moved away in search of better land. In 1770, Pelot sold his town iot
and his pew in the Purrysburg church, with Zubly as the witness. 27
The Zubly-Pelot relationship remained strong. But we know little
aboutPelot's interactions with other non-Anglicans in the South Carolina
backcountry. Swiss settlers arrived in the 1730s and again in the 1760s,
25

Daniel J. Tortora, ed., "'A Faithful Ambassador': The Diary of Rev. William
Hutson, Pastor of the Independent Meeting in Charleston, 1757-1761," South Carolina
Historical 108, no. 1 (Jan 200.7), p. 43 (May 7, 1758); 69 (June 10, 1759), p. 73 (Sept.
16, 1759). On Sept. 16, Hutson spoke on Isaiah 40:1: "Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God" and had a "pretty comfortable time." Pelot was a trustee to the marriage
settlement of William Hutson and his second wife, Mary (Prioleau) Bryan. Brett H. Holcomb, ed., South Carolina Marriages, 1688-1799 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing
Company, Inc., 1980), p. 128.
26
Lilla Mills Hawes, ed., The Journal of the Reverend John Joachim Zubly, AM.,
DD., March 5, 1770 through June 22, 1781 (Savannah: Georgia Historical Society,
1989), 9; (Sept. 20, 22, 1771), 14; (Oct. 1771), 24; (March 17, 1772), 30; (March 8, 1774);
Roger A. Martin, John J. Zubly, Colonial Georgia Minister (New York: Arno Press, 1982);
Migliazzo, To Make This Land Our Own, pp. 143-145. Pelot probably preached at Pipe
Creek or Black Swamp. Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, p. 51.
27
Migliazzo, To Make This Land Our Own, pp. 142-143, 353n; South Carolina
Public Register. Conveyance books, 1719-1776, Vol. 3P:338-340. South Carolina DepartArchives
and History, Columbia,
S.C. (microfilm), S372001.
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settling Edisto Township, New Windsor Township, and Londonborough
Townships. Historians and genealogists have found no correspondence
between Pelot and members of these communities. How Pelot and his
community experienced the Anglo-Cherokee War of 17 59-17 61 also remains unclear. Refugees must have arrived, but no documentation has
been found to provide details. We also know little about the relationship
Pelot had with his wives, or the daily contours of their lives.28
Similarly, the extent of Pelot's interactions with Separate
Baptists in South Carolina remains unclear. By 1760, Separates had
arrived in the state, mostly in the northwest, and rallied behind the efforts of Philip Mulkey. They avoided confessions of faith and observed
several different rites. They disapproved of formal training for ministers.
And they gave women a greater role in services and in policing church
discipline. Pelot befriended and tutored Edmund Matthews, a convert
of Separate leader Philip Mulkey. We can only wonder what he thought
about Nicholas Bedgegood's failed 1765 attempt to unseat Hart as pastor of the Charleston Church, and it remains unknown whether or not
Pelot influenced John Stephens' decision in 1769 to resign from Ashley
River following a long struggle with alcoholism.29 We also know little
of Pelot's ministry among slaves in his congregation and throughout the
Lowcountry. But he reportedly spent much time instructing his slaves
and regularly baptized black South Carolinians at the Euhaw Church.30
In the later years of his life, Pelot worked tirelessly to strengthen
the gains of Particular Baptists in South Carolina and in British North
America. Improving on the wordy Philadelphia Association's Short
Treatise of Church Discipline, Pelot and Hart drafted a Confession of
Faith in 1767. The Association approved the Summary of Church Discipline in 1773 and published it in 1774. It set the stage for church discipline in the southern United States and was subsequently republished in
28

Edgar, South Carolina, pp. 51-60; Daniel J. Tortora, "Testing the Rusted Chain:
Cherokees, Carolinians, and the War for the American Southeast, 1756-1763" (Ph.D.
diss., Duke University, 2011), Ch. 8.
29
Loulie Latimer Owens, Saints of Clay: The Shaping of South Carolina Baptists
(Columbia, S.C.: R. L. Bryan, 1971), pp. 39-45; Edwards, Materials Towards a History
of the Baptists, pp. 139-151; Scholars continue to debate the theological differences between these groups. Michael E. Williams, Sr., "The Influence of Calvinism on Colonial
Baptists," Baptist History and Heritage 39, no. 2 (Spring 2004): pp. 26-39.
30
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown," p. 8;
Malphrus, A History of the Euhaw Baptist Church, p. 3.
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Wilmington, Richmond, and Charleston.31 Pelot's theology was critical
in the shaping of the future of Church Discipline in the Southern Baptist
Convention.
Pelot also helped to ensure the future of Baptist education. From
1771 to 1774, he raised funds and collected subscriptions for Rhode
Island College, today Brown University. The fledgling university,
founded in 1764, welcomed its first students a year later. College president James Manning was a friend of Oliver Hart. Hezekiah Smith and
Samuel Stillman sat on the Board of Trustees. In 1769 and 1770, Stillman spent eight months in South Carolina and Georgia soliciting funds
for Rhode Island College. In 1770, the college moved from Warren,
Rhode Island, to its present location in Providence and commenced a
massive construction campaign. Campus administrators and trustees
recruited faculty and students, designed and built the campus, and increased the school's name recognition. They reached out to prominent
Baptists throughout the colonies for help. 32
From 1771 to 1774, Pelot served as one of the university's contacts
in the South. David Williams and Edmund Botsford also collected money
for Rhode Island College. 33 To thank him for his efforts, the College

31

The document resembled the Short Treatise and drew on John Gill's Exposition and Body of Divinity. But it omitted an article on the laying on of hands. James Leo
Garrett, Jr., Baptist Church Discipline, 2nd ed. (Paris, Ariz.: The Baptist Standard Bearer, 2004), pp. 17-62; A Confession of Faith ...[and] A Summary of Church-Discipline ...
(Charleston, S .C.: David Bruce, 1774); Furman, A History of the Charleston Association
of Baptist Churches in the State of South Carolina, p. 14; David Roach, "Baptist History
Evidences Church Discipline," Baptist Press, March 26, 2007, http://www.bpnews.net/
bpnews.asp?id=25257, accessed Jan. 15, 2012.
32
Reuben Aldridge Guild, Early History of Brown University: Including the Life,
Times, and Correspondence of President Manning (Providence: Snow & Farnham, 1897);
Walter C. Bronson, The History of Brown University, 1714-1914 (Providence: The University, 1914). The college liberally awarded honorary degrees to arouse the interest of
clergy (59). For Stillman's 1769-1770 travels, see John David Broome, The Life, Ministry,
and Journals of Hezekiah Smith, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Haverhill, Massachusetts, 1765-1805 and Chaplain in the American Revolution, 1775 to 1780 (Springfield,
Mo.: Particular Baptist Press, 2004), pp. 357-363.
33
"Two Resolutions passed by the Corporation," September 5, 1771, BUCDI,
http://dl .lib .brown .edu/repository2/repoman.php?verb=render&id= 1106085041926825,
Stephen Hopkins and James Manning to Francis Pelot, undated, BUCDI, http://dl.lib.
brown.edu/repository2/repoman.php?verb=render&id=ll07789580484375, Brown University Corporation to Francis Pelot, ["Authorization of Francis Pelot as a collector of
subscriptions in South Carolina and Georgia for the College"], (continued on next page)
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Figure 5: Letter from Stephen Hopkins and James Manning, September 1773,
authorizing Francis Pelot to raise funds for Rhode Island College. Courtesy:
Hay Library, Special Collections, Brown University.

(continued from previous page) September 1773, BUCDI, http://dl.lib.brown.edu/repository2/repoman.php?verb=render&id=l l07032606896504; "Form of Authorization
to Collect Subscriptions for the College," 1773[?], BUCDI, http://dl.lib.brown.edu/repository2/repoman.php?verb=render&id=1l07789719812500, note, 1773[?], BUCDI,
http://dl.lib.brown.edu/repository2/repoman.php?verb=render&id= 1107789913796875,
accessed Jan. 15, 2012.
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awarded Pelot an honorary Master's degree in 1771.34 Isaac Backus,
pastor of the Middleborough (Massachusetts) Baptist Church, wrote in
his diary that "vast numbers attended" commencement on Wednesday,
September 4, 1771. That evening, guests heard John Gano preach a
sermon. Gano had met Pelot in the 1750s while traveling through North
and South Carolina as an itinerant on behalf of the Charleston Association. The following day, the Rhode Island College Corporation met and
Hezekiah Smith preached in the evening. 35 As one of South Carolina's
ambassadors to Rhode Island College, Francis Pelot forged ties with
Baptists in the American North, helped to unify Baptists throughout the
British American colonies, and worked to attract funds, students, and
attention to the fledgling university. 36
Though Pelot had received widespread recognition and had the
satisfaction of seeing his efforts bear fruit, he was struggling to keep
order on his plantations. Three of his slaves ran away with two of his
son-in-law's slaves in February 1774. Pelot suspected that they planned
to reunite with family on James Island where they grew up. 37
Just days later, he attended the meeting of the now eight churches
that constituted the Charles Town Baptist Association. The members in
attendance voted to add a ninth congregation, New Savannah. It must
have been a happy occasion for Pelot to welcome New Savannah's
pastor, Reverend Botsford, into the fold. At the meeting, the Association
discussed fundraising for Rhode Island College. And it set a date for its
1775 meeting. Pelot became the heir apparent to Hart. 38

34
Rhode Island College Triennial Catalogue, 1772 (Providence: John Carter,
1772), no page given.
35
William G. McLoughlin, ed., The Diary of Isaac Backus, Vol. II, 1765-1785
(Providence: Brown University Press, 1979), pp. 810-811. Enrollment at Rhode Island
College more than doubled between 1770 and 1775. Bronson, The History of Brown University, pp. 58-59. On John Gano, see Terry Wolever, The Life and Ministry of John Gano,
1727-1804, Vol. I (Springfield, Mo.: Particular Baptist Press, 1998). Gano preached in the
South in 1755, 1756, and 1757, and in 1759 recommended Evan Pugh to the Charleston
Association (60, 273-276, 305).
36
Guild, Chaplain Smith, p. 150.
37
South Carolina Gazette and Country Journal, Feb. 8, 1774, p. 3.
38
The eight other churches in the Association were Charleston, Euhaw, Welsh
Neck, Catfish, Lynch's Creek, Cashaway, and Coosawhatchee. Minutes of the Charlestown Baptist Association, met in Charlestown, South-Carolina, February 7, 1774
(Charleston: publisher unknown, 1774), Early American Imprints, American Antiquarian
Society,
425531.
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. · 9. A plan was prefent~d, by the Rev. Fr:i.r.d•
'
Pelc.it, for augn:itnt..
ing ~he fond of Rh~dc-liland _CoHegc:, ~ whid. t etng .deliberately · con..
fidered, ~nd its utility to the Baptift interdt e11itltnt,: concluded that!
tlie Rev. Fmncis Pelot; John Gano and Oliveo-- Hart, be a co,nmittee
prepare a letter, for the pu,1>ofo, add.rc.m:d to the (everal ijaptiil
;Afiocianons·in America. .
' ·· ·

-to

Figure 6: Extract from the minutes of the 1774 Charleston Baptist Association
Meeting.

Hart and Pelot met again on a few occasions. On Friday, April
5, 1774, Pelot married Hart and his second wife, Anne Maria (Sealy)
Grimball, known by her husband as "Nancy." 39 On April 20, Pelot's
slaves again made their move for liberty. Two Carolina-born brothers, who had previously attempted unsuccessfully to leave South Carolina
by boat, and two other African-born bondsmen left the Euhaws, Pelot
reported on April 25.40

Figure
7:
Pelot
placed this ad in
the South Carolina
Gazette and Country Journal, May 3,
1774,p. 3.

39 Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown," p. 6.
Nancy had been born at Euhaw on Jan. 4, 1740, to William and Sarah Sealy and was the cousin
of Francis Pelot's first wife, Martha Sealy. She was widowed with two children. Oliver, also
widowed,had four children. Owens, "Oliver Hart, 1723-1795: A Brief Biography," pp. 30-31;
Henry Allen Tupper, Two Centuries of the First Baptist Church ofSouth Carolina, 1683-1883
with Supplement (Baltimore: R.H. Woodward and Company, 1889), pp. 30-32.
40
South Carolina Gazette and Country Journal, May 3, 1774, p. 3.
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Oliver Hart returned to Euhaw on Sunday, October 16, 1774. It
was a "rainy season." He preached for Pelot and the next day "took my
last farewell ... and returned home, little thinking then that I should see
my friend no more." Less than a month later, on Saturday, November
12, 1774, Pelot died unexpectedly at home after a short illness. He was
fifty-four years old.41 Hart put quill to paper on the sad occasion: "A
greater loss the Baptist interest could not have sustained by the death of
any one man in the Province." Nor could "his family, his church, and the
neighborhood," Hart wrote. "And as to my own part," the Charles Town
preacher continued, "I have lost the best friend and compelor I ever
was blest with in the world; the most intimate friendship had subsisted
betwixt us for about four and twenty years." Pelot had been a trusted,
"sincere open, constant, and hearty friend," Hart said. He "knew how
to solve doubts and clear up difficult cases of conscience." He could
keep a secret. And he had been Hart's trusted advisor and confidant for
years.42
Francis Pelot died a wealthy man. In January 1772, Morgan Edwards, a Philadelphia preacher and early historian of Baptists, wrote
that Pelot "possesses three islands, and about 3,785 acres on the
continent." Pelot sent rice, indigo, slaves, com, and cattle to Charles
Town for sale. He also owned at least sixty slaves "and stock in abundance." Pelot had one of the finest libraries in South Carolina. His
neighbors, some of them the original settlers at Purrysburg, went on to
become South Carolina Patriots and Founding Fathers .43
One of these neighbors was Thomas Heyward, signer of the Declaration of Independence. One can only wonder what role Pelot would
have played if he had lived to see the American Revolution. His family's involvement gives some possible insight: Catherine offered provi-

41

Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown," pp. ·

7,9.
42

Ibid., pp. 7, 8; South Carolina Gazette and Country Journal, Nov. 22, 1774, p.
2. After Pelot's death, the church at Euhaw went without a regular minister for two years
until it called Rev. Joseph Cook to be its pastor; he briefly fled during the American Revolution. In 1803, the Eu haw Church joined the Savannah Association.
43
JJ .G. Cooper, Fernandina, Florida, personal interview by Rose Shepherd, writer,
Nov. 22 [1939] in Old Families, Spanish Grants, and Old Plantations of Nassau County
(Florida), 1, in American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project,
1936-1940, Manuscripts Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
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sions and forage for the Continental Army and son Samuel saw military
duty. 44
Hart journeyed to Euhaw on January 1, 177 5, to deliver a sermon dedicated to Pelot's memory. He spoke on a verse that Pelot had
chosen a few years earlier for the occasion. It was a verse in John 14: 19
in which Jesus tells his disciples: "because I live, ye shall live also." In
pressing the listeners to continue as disciples of the gospel, the pastor
"had a full congregation to hear the funeral sermon." He observed that
"Most were in tears and gave visible marks of the regards they bore to
the memory of their late dear minister."45
"In all things forbear," Francis Pelot once told his protege
Edmund Botsford.46 Born in La Neuveville, Switzerland, Pelot escaped
disappointment and disease in Purrysburg and became a wealthy planter
in the South Carolina Lowcountry. He amassed considerable landholdings and a magnificent library. The story of Francis Pelot illustrates the
realm of possibility for early Swiss on the southern frontier-if they
survived. Religious boundaries were fluid and Protestant evangelicals
looked out for each other. Few settlers strayed far from home physically
or emotionally, maintaining ties to their first homes. It took the right
connections and good luck. It took wise marriages. It took land and the
cruel contradiction of slave labor. And it took dogged persistence. In
mid-eighteenth century South Carolina, social mobility was possible
for many Swiss. A prosperous man and a prominent Baptist preacher,
Francis Pelot not only shaped the congregation at Euhaw during the
almost thirty years he preached there. He also left an enduring mark,
long after his death, on Baptist converts, ministers, and congregations
in the American Southeast and beyond.
Colby College

44

Colkett,Pelot Family Genealogy, p. 35; Will Book, 1774-1779, 205-206, in Miscellaneous Records (WPA Transcripts), 1692-1779, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, SC (microfilm), S 213004.
45
Owens, "A Copy of the Original Diary of Rev. Oliver Hart of Charlestown,"
p. 9. By 1774, membership had increased to 58 members from at least forty families.
Townsend, South Carolina Baptists, p. 45.
46
Mallary, The Memoirs of Elder Edmund Botsford, p. 51.
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l?Escalade of 1602:
History, Myth, and Commemoration
by Jill Fehleison

L' Escalade, the Duke of Savoy's failed attack against Geneva in December 1602, is to the annals of this city not unlike the Fourth of July
is to the popular culture of the United States. The colorful narrative of
L'Escalade has all the necessary ingredients for a historical event to
become mythical: heroes, villains, deception, and success. There is a
universal appeal to a story about ordinary citizens triumphing over a
larger invading army. The brazenness of the attack is an enduring image
that has proven highly malleable for poets, preachers, and politicians,
and L'Escalade 's celebration has continued through the years to inspire
and entertain the citizens of Geneva. A flourish of publications appears
every 50 years or so to commemorate the event though very little has
been written about it in English. Marking the event with a remembrance
began almost immediately after its conclusion and continues today as
an annual civic celebration.
The Events of December 1602

The earliest accounts of that first day of winter in December 1602
come from the records of the City Council and from the registers of
the Company of Pastors.' The Journal of Esaie Colladon also includes
a lengthy entry for the event and its immediate aftermath.2 The attack
1

Registres des Conseils, Archives d'Etat, Geneva, Switzerland, vol. 97 (1602), folio 192 recto and verso and folio 193. This portion of the register was reprinted in Olivier
Fatio and Beatrice Nicollier, Comprendre L'Escalade: Essai de Geopolitique Genevoise
(Geneve: Labor et Fides, 2002), pp. 92-96; Registres de la Compagnie des Pasteurs de
Geneve. Vol. 8, 1600-1603, edited by Gabriella Cahier and Matteo Campagnolo (Geneve:
Librairie Droz, 1986), pp. 174-81.
2
Esaie Colladon, Journal d'Esaie Colladon: Memoires sur Geneve, 1600-1605
(Geneva: J. Jullien, 1883), pp. v-ix, 44-53. Colladon was a preacher, professor, and occasional doctor who lived in Geneva from 1594 until his death in 1611. His Journal was
little known before its publication in 1883 and is a valuable source for the critical years at
the beginning of the seventeenth century.
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occurred on the first day of winter, but is dated based on the older Julian
calendar because Geneva had not adopted the Gregorian calendar as
of 1602, thus L'Escalade is celebrated on December 12 instead of December 22. 3 The standard narrative that has provided the basis for most
versions was published anonymously in Geneva in 1603 and circulated
throughout Europe.4
"Surprise" was the immediate response of the Council of State
of Geneva. 5 Shortly after midnight on Sunday, December 12, a small
band of Savoyard troops-300 well-armed men-under the leadership
of Charles de Simiane d' Albigny, lieutenant general for the Duke of
Savoy, Charles-Emmanuel I, approached the city of Geneva undetected, carrying three ladders with which to scale the city walls.6 The first
person to climb the ladder over the wall was Gerbel de Sonas, a local
notable who wanted personal revenge for the death of his father at the
hands of Geneva during the battle of Monthoux in 1591.7
The troops scaled the walls and entered the city without raising
alarm. The Duke of Savoy stayed nearby in Etrembieres, where Albigny
sent him word of their initial success. The Duke reportedly had traveled
to Etrembieres in disguise under the name, "Monsieur l'ambassadeur"
from his home in Turin to follow the progress of the attack. 8 Albigny's
message was premature, and soon the Duke's troops were discovered by
several soldiers, including Fran~ois Boussezel who uttered the words
"qui vive" and discharged his arquebus; he was set upon by the Savoyard invaders and died of his injuries, but the city had been alerted to
the enemies in its streets.9 On their discovery, the Savoyard troops in
3
Chansons de L'Escalade precedes d'un Precis historique sur l'Escalade, et de
Notices sur lafete det sur Les chanson (Geneve: Jullien & Fils, 1845), p. 3.
4
Vray discours de la miraculeuse deliverance envoyee de Dieu a la ville de Geneve,
le 12. lour de decembre. [Geneva], 1603. According to Chansons de L'Escalade, Jacob
Spon's Histoire de la republique de Geneve, first published in 1680 includes almost all of
this early account. There is an English translation of Spon's work The History of the City
and State of Geneva (London: Bernard White, 1687). References are taken from Spon's
English translation.
5
Patio, p. 92.
6
Patio, p. ; Chansons de L'Es~alade, p. 2 n. 6, Albigny had been a leader of the
Catholic League in Dauphiny but came into the service of the duke of Savoy with the
death of King Henri III of France in 1589.
1
Chansons de L'Escalade, p. 5.
8
Chansons de L'Escalade, pp. 3, 5.
9
Chansons de L'Escalade, p. 5.
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Geneva divided into four groups and scattered towards various positions throughout the city. 10 Chaos ensued as the Duke's troops tried to
reach the city gates to let in the rest of the attack force while the inhabitants of Geneva, many awakened by the alarms, desperately tried
to prevent the conquest of their city. Despite the initial danger of the
incursion, the sounding of the alarm proved successful and Albigny and
his men retreated, leaving behind fifty-four dead. 11
Citizens of the town strongly defended their city, taking thirteen of
the Duke's soldiers prisoner during the hasty retreat. The city quickly
condemned these men to death, and they were hanged. The heads of
those executed and killed in battle were displayed on the wall where
the troops had entered the city, and their bodies were thrown into the
Rhone River.
While some questioned Geneva's swift and brutal justice, the
magistrates of the city said the men were thieves and looters, not prisoners of war, and received appropriate sentences for those crimes. 12
Geneva lost only 17 men, who were buried in the cemetery in the
Plainpalais; the city erected a monument behind the church of SaintGervais praising the men who died a "glorious and honorable death"
for the Republic.13 The leaders of the city saw the success against the
Duke as a sign of God's favor. The city celebrated its victory immediately with religious observances which included singing the 124th
Psalms, reportedly led by the grand old man himself Theodore Beza,
who had retired from preaching several years before. 14 Appropriately,
in the 124th Psalms, Israel praises God for deliverance from its enemies proclaiming, "if the Lord had not been on our side when people
attacked us, they would have swallowed us alive when their anger
flared against us." 15
Geneva retaliated against the Duke with sorties against neighboring villages under his control, even taking prisoners. Pierre Petit, a disgraced Reformed minister who had converted to Catholicism in a very

°Chansons de L'Escalade, p. 5.

1

11

Spon, The History of the City and State of Geneva, p. 155
Spon, The History of the City and State of Geneva, p. 155.
13
Chansons de L'Escalade, p. 10.
14
Spon, The History of the City and State of Geneva, p. 156.
15
Psalm 124:2-3; http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalms%20
124&version=NIV&interface=print accessed 20 Aug. 2012.
12
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public celebration in 1598 was captured during one of these sorties; the
city decided against his execution and instead ransomed him back to
the Duke of Savoy. 16 Negotiations between the Duke and Geneva concluded with the treaty of St. Julien in the summer of 1603. 17 The treaty
put an end to two decades of Charles-Emmanuel I's aggression towards
Geneva. The agreement formally recognized Geneva's independence
that would last until 1798 when the events of the French Revolution
overtook the city.
The attack by the Duke came at a critical period for Geneva and
its successful repulse proved to be a boost for the beleaguered Protestant city. Geneva had faced a steady march of aggression from CharlesEmmanuel I after he succeeded his father in 1580. He invaded the Pays
de Gex in 1589, a Protestant region bordering Geneva and under its
protection, where his troops had brutalized the region's populations. 18
Additionally, the Duke sponsored the leadership of future bishop and
saint Frarn;ois de Sales 's Catholic mission in the villages along Lake
Geneva since 1594, a blatant attempt to lure the rural population away
from the Protestant faith they had converted to in the 1530s. Geneva was
increasingly isolated in the 1590s, both politically and religiously. The
Swiss Protestant city of Berne had made a separate peace with the Duke
of Savoy in 1589, 19 leaving Geneva to fend for itself, and King Henri
IV's conversion to Catholicism left Geneva without its most powerful
religious compatriot, although France remained a political ally. Protestants throughout Europe saw Geneva's ability to push back the enemy
as a sign of God's desire to preserve the Reformed church. L'Escalade
16
Colladon, Journal d'Esaie Colladon, p. 74, contains an entry for 26 March 1603,
that Pierre Petit was briefly captured but someone paid "100 ducatons" for his release.
Petit had converted during a Forty Hours Devotion, a celebration during the Catholic
mission in the duchy of Chablais; for more on Petit see Fehleison, Boundaries of Faith:
Catholics and Protestants in the Diocese of Geneva (Kirksville, Mo.: Truman State University Press, 2010), pp. 76-7.
17
Bernard Gagnebin, "Les Consequences Diplomatiques de L'Escalade et Le Traite de Saint-Julien, 1602-1603," in Paul-F. Geisendorf, ed., L'Escalade de Geneve-1602
(Geneva: A. Jullien, 1952), pp. 260-67.
18
Alain Dufour, Laguerre de 1589-1593 (Geneva: A. Jullien, 1958); and Simon
Goulard, Memoires de la Ligue contenant Les Evenemens Les Plus Remarquables depuis
1576,jusqu'a la Paix accordee entre le Roi de France & le Roi D'Espagne, en 1598, 6
vols. Nouvelle Edition (Amsterdam: Arkstee & Merkus, 1758) 4: pp. 703-719.
19
Paul Martin, Trois Cas de Pluralisme Confessionnel aux XVI et XVII Siecles (Geneva:
A.
Jullien, 1961), pp. 61, 66.
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was a pivotal event that validated Geneva's civic structure and its continued adherence to Reformed doctrine.
Who Knew of the Duke's Plan?

In the case of L'Escalade, the adage that the victor writes history
holds true. The failure of the Duke's troops to take the city was a
humiliating defeat for Charles-Emmanuel I, and not surprisingly, Savoy's history has tended not to dwell on the failure. In contrast, Geneva
rapidly employed its extensive publishing industry, long utilized for
religious and polemical tracts, to disseminate its version of events,
which became the standard narrative. Geneva was also quick on the
diplomatic front, with the secretary of state dispatching accounts of the
attack the following day to his Protestant brethren in Berne, Zurich,
Basie, and Schaffhausen.20 By promoting its version of events, Geneva
gained an important advantage.
Most accounts of L'Escalade highlight the duke's duplicity before the attack. The duke had made "declarations" just days before the
attack that he wanted to live in peace. He had even sent the President
of the Senate of the Savoy from Chambery to the magistrates in Geneva to deliver this message. 21 Chroniclers note that the Duke's army
was comprised of Spaniards, Italians, and Frenchmen and this international composition was interpreted, at least by Protestants, as a sign
of a larger plot of the Catholic League. The initial assault carried out
by 300 of the Duke's best men was commanded by Albigny, a strong
supporter of the League in France. Several accounts claimed that the
soldiers shouted "Ville gaignee, vive Espaigne, vive Savoye" as they
entered the city .22
The link Geneva made between Spain and Savoy is not surprising since Spanish mercenaries were a frequent presence in the region.
Fear of Spanish mercenaries was a common theme in Protestant writing

20
Letter reproduced in J. Gaberel, Deux Recits Officiels de L'Escalade (Geneve:
Jules-Guillaume Fick, 1868), p. 3.
21
J. Gaberel, L'Escalade, son Origine et Ses Consequences (Geneve: Ch. Gruaz,
1852), p. 9.
22
The True discoverie of the Duke of Savoy his enterprise upon the cittie Geneve
(1603), p. 4; Registres de la Compagnie des Pasteurs, p. 8. Page 175 states that they soldiers shouted "Ville prise! Vive Espagne!"
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of the period. Simon Goulart, member of the company of pastors and
chronicler of the Reformed movement, claimed that Spanish soldiers
were monsters in his account of the Duke's attacks in 1589 on villages
on the outskirts of Geneva.23 Even local Catholics were wary of Spanish troops. Franc;ois de Sales had requested that Spanish troops avoid
the area during Catholic celebrations of 1598.24 Linking the Catholic
League and Spain to L'Escalade resonated with Protestants throughout
Europe. In contrast the people of Geneva were portrayed as a citizen
militia who united on a cold winter night to protect their city and their
embattled faith. These contrasting images would be repeated through
the centuries.
Most accounts link the origin of the plan to the Catholic Jubilee
celebrated in the region during the summer of 1602.25 In this narrative,
the Duke used the cover of the religious celebration to arrange the conspiracy against Geneva with several Frenchmen who were supporters of
the Catholic League. 26 After the Jubilee celebration, tensions between
Geneva and the Duke of Savoy were high during the late summer and
early fall. The Jubilee brought Catholic visitors into the region, and
there were many ducal troops, mostly Spanish, stationed nearby. Geneva
was so nervous that it asked Berne to send three or four hundred soldiers
to bolster its defenses.27 Certainly the Jubilee was meant as a religious
challenge to Geneva, but was it also a cover for military planning?
How much did the Pope and the Bishop of Geneva know about the
Duke's plans? Both Pope Clement VIII and Bishop Claude de Granier
surely wanted the city of Geneva returned to Catholicism, but was a
military assault what they had in mind? As the Reformation spread,
the Bishop of Geneva fled the city of his namesake in 1533, and with
that exile, the diocese lost its Cathedral and much of its income producing property .28 While the diocese had made progress in converting
23

Goulard, Memoires de la Ligue, 4: pp. 703-719.
F. de Sales to Don Juan de Mendo~a, commander of the Spanish troops, 16 Aug.
1598, in Fran~ois de Sales, Euvres de Saint Franfois de Sales, 26 vols (Annecy: J. Nierat,
1892-1932), 11: pp.347-50.
25
A Catholic Jubilee was a papal sanctioned celebration that normally included a
pilgrimage and indulgences for those who participated.
26
Chansons de L'Escalade, p. 2.
27
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28
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neighboring villages to Catholicism, Geneva remained a Protestant
stronghold. Paul Geisendorf, in a rather balanced account of the entire
affair, argues that Pope Clement's top priority was to maintain peace
between Spain and the newly reconciled King Henri IV of France. If
Geisendorf's conclusion is correct, the Pope's supposed support of
the Duke's plans would have been unlikely. While both Spain and the
papacy were aware of the Duke's designs on Geneva, in the end it appears that Charles-Emmanuel went forward with the attack on the city
without their support.29
As for the Bishops of Geneva, Claude de Granier was ill and nearing the end of his life; he died while returning from the Jubilee celebration. His successor, Fran~ois de Sales, spent much of 1602 in Paris representing the diocese's interests at the French court. 30 De Sales returned
to Savoy in October on receiving news of the death of de Granier, and
spent the rest of year in Sales, his hometown, tending family business until his formal consecration as bishop in Annecy on December
8, 1602.31 His lack of residency makes it unlikely he was privy to the
Duke's plan.
It is not surprising that Geneva saw a larger Catholic plot in most
of the Duke's and the diocese's actions. The activities of the Catholic
League and the ongoing war of words between the Company of Pastors and the Jesuits are indicators of the pressure felt by Geneva. 32 Not
surprisingly, these confrontations would provide the context of events
related in the Protestant narratives of l'Escalade.
In his history of Geneva, Jacob Spon claims that a Scottish Jesuit went with the Duke's troops and heard their confessions before
they scaled the wall. 33 The belief that Clement VIII, Philip III of Spain,
and Fran~ois de Sales were involved in the plot remained an enduring
part of the narrative. Geneva had many enemies who were Catholic and
viewed threats to the city from any of them as part of an international
29

Geisendorf, L'Escalade de Geneve-1602, pp. 151-52.
Some parishes had been given to the French in the treaty of Lyons completed
between Henri IV and Charles-Emmanuel I in 1601.
31
EJ. Lajeunie, Saint Francis de Sales: The Man, The Thinker, His Influence, 2
vols. (Bangalore: S.F.S. Publications, 1986),1: p. 443.
32
Beza participated in a publication battle with Scottish Jesuit John Hay for much
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he had a death bed conversion to Catholicism in the late 1590s.
33
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conspiracy with ties to Rome. The account of the attack in the registers
of the company of pastors asserts that the ultimate goal of the conspirators was to "exterminate the rest of the Huguenots." 34 While there is no
doubt that the Duke was a real threat to the city, the risks his actions
posed to Catholic Christendom likely indicate that a larger organized
plan did not exist.
In the nineteenth century, Catholic historians began to publish
accounts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries from their perspective, and as a result Protestant and Catholic historians debated the role
of Catholic officials in the region around Geneva. 35 Catholic historians,
including Fran~ois Fleury, highlighted Fran~ois de Sales's career before he ·became bishop, especially his missionary work in the duchy of
Chablais. There de Sales had clashed with the Reformed leadership of
Geneva, including Theodore Bez!l and Antoine de la Faye, in person and
in print. Fleury also discounted claims that the Jubilee was a cover for
any military planning.36
Protestant pastor and historian Jean Gaberel was particularly
vehement in the assertion that the Pope, with de Sales as his agent,
were central figures in the plans for L'Escalade. Gaberel claimed that
de Sales was the "directeur de la conscience ducale," and it was he
who convinced the Duke to carry through with the planned conquest of
Geneva. 37 The problem with this theory is that de Sales was in Paris
from the end of January until September of 1602 and only returned to
Savoy in October on the news of Claude de Granier's death. 38 There is
nothing in de Sales 's correspondence or other writing to indicate that he
knew anything about the planned attack.
Furthermore, while a great defender of the Counter Reformation,
de Sales 's action demonstrate that he preferred less aggressive methods
of spiritual conquest to military ones. Throughout his ecclesiastical career, de Sales favored non-violent methods of conversion and abhorred

34
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being pulled into political conflicts.39 E.J. Lajeunie notes that there is
no way to definitively know what information de Sales might have had
about the Duke's plan, but the evidence is silent on the matter.40 At the
end of the day, the majority of the direct evidence pointed to an enterprise of the Duke alone.
Celebration and Commemoration

The citizens offered thanks to God in the churches throughout
Geneva in the weeks after the failed attack.41 The annual commemoration of the victory began the following year on December 12, 1603,
when the inhabitants of Geneva were called to the churches to sing
Psalms and listen to sermons. In the immediate years after L'Escalade,
there was an annual banquet for the heroes and over time this feast grew
to include the entire population .42 The communal celebration continued
to grow and become more elaborate, but remained a combination of ·
religious services and popular festivities.
The eighteenth century saw conflict over the appropriate celebration of L'Escalade as elites and populists fought for control of the city.
The sermons ended in 1785 by order of the civic leaders because they
offended the Catholic prince in Turin.43 The revolutionary government
that took over Geneva revived the celebration in 1793, and a minister
Isaac Anspach used L'Escalade in a sermon to justify the new revolutionary constitution. He told his audience that the city had forgotten
the courage and patriotism of its ancestors.44 Throughout his sermon,
Anspach wove the ideas of the eighteenth century, including nature,
liberty, and republicanism, with religion and in doing so he linked the
revolutionary events of 1793 to the successful defense of the city in
1602.45 While he made only a few explicit references to L'Escalade,
his audience would have made the link between the two events that
39
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occurred almost two hundred years apart. Despite periodic official
efforts to control the celebration, the people continued to commemorate
the event, often privately within families, even when the public celebration was banned.46 L'Escalade's celebration proved to be malleable and
enduring.
Numerous songs were written about the exploits including some
composed shortly after the event. The most famous is "Ce qu' e laino"
(Celui qui est la-haut-He who is up there) first appeared in 1603 and
became an anthem for the city; it is still sung today in the old Genevan dialect. "Ce qu'e laino" has sixty-eight verses, but normally only
the first four are sung for the annual celebration.47 Several dozen songs
composed through the years about the event survive.48 Some of these
songs highlight the deliverance of the people of Geneva with God's help
while others celebrate the bravery of the citizens.49 More playful ballads
mock the Duke of Savoy's failed plan.50 Plays, including one produced
in 1865, recreate the dramatic event for broader audiences and continue
to remind successive generations of Genevans of their ancestors' heroism.51
Today the celebration of the L'Escalade continues and consists of
people dressed in period costumes, processions, and bonfires. Children
in costumes seek treats at bistros as the festivities are now for all ages.
Along the Passage de Monetier (which is opened just for the night) revelers enjoy hot wine on a cold evening. A group of reenactors, known as
the "Company of 1602," patrol the city on horseback. Hot soup is served
at the Ancien Arsenal because the mythology of L'Escalade claims
that a Mere Royaume poured a pot of soup onto the Savoyard soldiers
outside her windows. No celebration is complete without a chocolate
replica of her famous soup pot filled with marzipan vegetables. 52 After
46
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410 years, the cold December evening is still full of surprises, but only
festive ones.

Conclusion
The chroniclers of L'Escalade transformed the dramatic moment
into an enduring mythical image that could be used through the centuries
to reaffirm religious faith and to foster patriotic pride. The actual event
of 1602, emerged from a complex world and had significant political
and religious causes and consequences; stopping the Duke of Savoy's
troops from overrunning the city helped ensure the survival of Geneva
as a free Protestant city. The continued celebration of Geneva's unlikely
success that cold night in December 1602 reminds us that cultures need
touchstones that link thein with their storied pasts.

- Quinnipiac University
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Alpine Footballers
in the Ne-w World:
Swiss Influence on
Soccer in the United States
by Robert Sherwood

When one thinks of Swiss sports, soccer is not the first to come
to mind. Images of Roger Federer or Martina Hingis holding aloft a
Grand Slam of tennis trophy cross the mind or perhaps Fabian Cancellara, the most dominant Time Trialist in the professional cycling
peleton today. Maybe Simmon Amman, the Swiss ski jumper who was
dubbed "Swiss Miss" by Bob Costas of NBC Sports during the Winter
Olympics where he was so successful. It is even possible that some will
say one of the notable skiers from the Alpine nation, Dider Couche, or
Carlos Janka to name only a few of the most recent crop. 1 Most Swiss
soccer fans could name the stars of many other nations' national teams,
past and present, but how many could name even one Swiss soccer
player? How many can you name?
The Swiss soccer team has quietly built a reputation as a boring
team that lacks flash but somehow manages to get things accomplished,
which to be honest is what people are rewarded for. They qualified
for the last four of the last five major international tournaments available: World Cup 2010, World Cup 2006, and the European Championships (Euro) 2008 and Euro 2004. Granted Euro 2008 was hosted by
the Swiss, so qualification was easy! Another brief note, in World Cup
2006, the Swiss became the first team in World Cup history to not allow
a goal, and still be eliminated. They lost on penalty kicks to Ukraine in
round 16. Despite all of this accomplishment, people commented the
team was not very good, nor exciting.
1
If you look at the winners of the Swiss Male Athlete of the Year, an award given
since 1950, there has been only one Football playing winner of the award and that was
Alfred Bickel in 1953. There have been 10 cyclists, 18 involved with track and field, 10
skiers, and even someone who shot for their sport.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

34

et al.: Full Issue

February 2013 SAHS Review

32

The goal of this article is not to try to dissuade the view of the
present Swiss National Team, but to look at its past. There are many
very interesting moments in Swiss soccer history, including some
which include the United States. As we look at the history of the Swiss
National Soccer Team, we see moments of greatness and moments of
shame. There are also moments of overwhelming surprise and underwhelming performances.
Soccer in Switzerland received an early start as compared to most
of the continent of Europe. As early as the 1850s, there are reports of
games between the Swiss and English students in Swiss university
and technological cities such as Geneve, Lausanne, and Zurich. In
1860, the Lausanne Football and Cricket Club was established as the
first sports club in Switzerland. In 1869, Ecole de la Chatelaine in
Geneve followed soon after. 2 Also in the 1860s, the Geneva Cricket
Club started playing soccer.3 The founding of the earliest Swiss soccer
clubs is debated, but it is either Lausanne Football and Cricket Club
or the Geneve Cricket Club.
The formal organization of Swiss Soccer began on April 7, 1895,
in Olten. There were 11 soccer clubs present who agreed to organize an oversight body called The Swiss Football Association (ASV /
ASP). The original 11 were Lausanne-Football and Cricket Club,
FC La Villa Ouchy (a suburb of Lausanne), Neuchatel Rovers FC,
Yverdon FC, FC Excelsior Zurich, FC Saint-Gall, Grasshopper-Club
Zurich (GCZ), FC Baseler, Anglo-American FC Zurich, FC Chatelaine Geneve, and Villa Longchamp Lausanne. 4 These clubs laid the
groundwork and expectations for how the new league would work
and how champions would be determined. Of the 11 clubs present
at the beginning of the ASP, some are now defunct, but most remain
a vital part of the Swiss soccer landscape today in varying degrees.
The heavy British influence on early Swiss soccer is evident in the
names of four of the clubs.
2

Goldblatt, David. The Ball is Round: A Global History of Soccer (Riverhead
Books: N.Y,, 2006), p. 138. This book is a wonderful and incredibly researched as well
as a readable social and cultural history of soccer through the world. Hereafter: Ball is
Round.
3
The Soccer Book: The Sport, The Teams, The Cups (DK: N.Y., 2009), p. 191.
Hereafter: Soccer Book.
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The Swiss Cup, a knockout competition that included many teams
from both the professional and amateur, was first contested in 1925/1926
in which Grasshopper-Club Zurich (GCZ) defeated FC Bern, 2-1 in the
championship match. The first international match was against France
in Paris on February 12, 1905. The French defeated the Swiss debutant
side 1-0. The French were also the first opponent for the Swiss in the
home international debut. Three years after their initial encounter, on
March 8, 1908, the French defeated the Swiss 1-2 at the Stade des Charmilles in Geneva, with Franken scoring the first ever Swiss goal. One
final first was the initial victory for the Swiss National Team came at
the expense of another neighboring nation, that of Germany. Less than
a month after their first home match against France, the Swiss hosted
their second home match in Basel against Germany. The match was
played at Stadion Landhof, and the Swiss emerged victorious 5-3. The
Swiss goals scores were a Pfeiffer who scored twice, Kampfer who also
had two goals, and Hug who scored one goal.5
The ASF was one of the founding members of the Federation
International de Football Association or FIFA which was created in
1904.6 In continuing the influence the Swiss had on the rest of the European football, here is a small sample of the way that Switzerland
influenced other European teams. One of the most successful and famous clubs in the world today was started by a Swiss. Hans Kamper (or
Gamper), a Swiss from Zurich moved to Barcelona and was the catalyst
for the creation of FC Barcelona. As the first captain of FC Basel 1893,
Kamper had a great influence over the decisions of FC Basel in its early
days. When he moved to Barcelona, Spain, for work, he took soccer
with him. In deciding the colors for the new team in Barcelona, he used
the colors that he was familiar with, those of FC Basel. One of the most
recognized jerseys and clubs in the world, that of FC Barcelona, is due
to Swiss Hans Kamper. 7
Henry Monnier, the son of a French Protestant banker, was raised
in Geneve and later in Liverpool. He finally settled down in Nimes,
France, where he founded the Sporting Club de Nimes. Walther Bennsemann who was the son of a German Jewish doctor was sent by his
father to attend a Swiss private school. In addition to an education, he
5
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learned to love soccer and eventually returned to Germany and started
Karlsruher SC. To the south in Italy, the Swiss had a large impact. Franz
Cali the captain of the first Italian national team was educated in Lausanne and developed his game there. The Italian football connection to
Switzerland was reinforced by Vitorio Pozzo, the founder of Torino FC
and coach of two Italian national teams and two world cup victories,
lived in Switzerland from 1908-1909 and played for GCZ reserve team.
Last, but not least, many of the northern Italian teams were run by Swiss
merchants including many of the more famous Italian clubs such as Inter Milano, Torino, Genoa. 8
Prior to the Great War, the Swiss National team amassed a less
than stellar international record of five wins, 18 losses, and four draws.9
Among these matches, the Swiss had remained close home for all of
their opponents with France, Belgium, Italy, Germany, England, and
Hungary as the opposition. Due to the infrequent training and matches
and Swiss National Team's record reflected their inconsistent play. For
example, on May 18, 1913, they defeated England 2-1 in Fribourg. On
the other hand, in a series of three matches from October 29, 1911, to
February 20, 1912, all played away from the Confederation, the Swiss
gave up 21 goals while only scoring three. 10 As the pre-war years drew
to a close, the Swiss had yet to make any real progress on the European
soccer scene. 11
As the waves of war swept through Europe in the spring, summer, and fall of 1914, the Swiss government declared their neutrality
and sought to remain outside of the conflict that would tear apart the
myth of civilization in Europe. Many Europeans felt themselves above
a destructive total war. How could the area of the world that gave us
Beethoven, Brahms, van Gogh, Descartes, and the other myriad of intellectuals and artists descend into a war that would rip the continent apart
and destroy the "flower of youth" in so many nations? Due to their dee8

Ibid., pp. 138-39.
In order to play for a National team, the players must be citizens of that nation,
or have a close direct ancestor who is a citizen. For example, one parent of two. It is also
possible to represent a national team without having a relative be a citizen, if the player
has been a naturalized citizen, and has not yet represented another nation in an official
match.
10
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laration of neutrality, the Swiss did continue to play some international
soccer. There were five international "friendlies" that the Swiss played
from January 31, 1915, to May 12, 1918.'2 Three of the matches were
against Austria, one against Hungary, and one against Italy.
The match versus Italy, held in Torino on January 31, 1915, ended
up in favor of Italy, 3-1. The Swiss goal was scored by Mr. P. Wyss.
According to the newspaper reports of the day, the match was well
played and, "After a valiant effort, the Italian team defeated the Swiss
by a score of 3-1. The two teams were greatly celebrated by the fans." 13
Due to demands of mobilization of the Swiss Military, the National
team did not reconvene for a match until two years later. The Christmas
season of 1917 saw a series of matches against Austria on December 23
and 26, 1917. The first match was played in Basel at Stadion Landhof
and the latter match at Stadion Hardturm in Zurich. The first match
saw an Austrian victory and the second was a 3-2 win for the Swiss. In
May 1918, the Swiss returned the favor and traveled to play a match in
Austria with a match in Hungary a few days later. These matches reflect
a very bizarre political situation. Why were Austria and Hungary selected? What made the Swiss side feel comfortable in going to the war
zone-to play a soccer match against two teams whose political empire
was crumbling around them? Further research is needed to clarify the
situation here. Whatever the reasons for playing, the matches were held
and the Swiss were defeated in both matches. The match against Austria, played in Vienna on May 9, saw the Swiss side succumb to a 5-1
defeat. The Swiss goal was scored by Keller. He also scored the only
goal in a 2-1 defeat at the hands of the Hungarians less than a week later
on May 12 in Budapest. It would not be until two years later that the
Swiss National team would reconvene for another match. 14
The 1920s were a time for tremendous growth of the Swiss
national team and for the organization of the sport in Switzerland.
On the domestic front, the game had grown from its humble beginnings. On the eve of the 1920s, there were 22 clubs in Switzerland and
12

The term "Friendly" implies that the result does not count. These matches are
seen as preparation for continental championships or the World Cup of soccer. Often the
Friendlies will be anything but friendly. When Mexico-US play, not only is it a big moneymaker, but nationalist feelings run deep. When Argentina and England play, the Falk·
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20,000 registered players. Two clubs joined that year that have since
been very important in Swiss football, FC Sion and FC (later Neuchatel)
Xamax. 15
The National team continued to develop and started to see some
real progress, including one of its first successes on the international
scale. In 1920 alone, the Swiss played as many National team matches
as they had played in the previous five years-four were in Switzerland,
and one away. They played France, Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany
at home, and went to Sweden for the first time. In fact the match in
Stockholm on June 6 was the first time that the Swiss had won a match
in a nation that did not directly border Switzerland, and only the third
time they had ventured to a nation that was not directly adjacent to the
Confederation. A 0-2 setback to the French on February 29 (leap day)
in Geneva started the year off on the wrong foot, but the Swiss used
this match as a motivation to improve and would not taste defeat again
that year. The Swiss defeated in order: Italy, 3-0, in Bern on March 28;
the Netherlands, 2-1, on May 16 in Basel; Sweden, 1-0, in Stockholm
on June 6; and Germany, 4-1, in Zurich on June 27 .16 The win over
Germany was only the third ever by the Swiss over the Germans and it
was the first meeting between the neighbors since 1913. The matches
between the Swiss and the Netherlands and Sweden were also firsts for
the Swiss. These matches started a run of limited success for the Swiss
National team that would lead up to one of the great moments in Swiss
soccer-the Olympic Games in Paris in 1924.
The year 1921 saw four matches played with two draws against
familiar foes-Austria and Italy-along with losses to Italy and Netherlands. 1922 saw a victory against the Netherlands; draws against Hungary, Italy, and Germany, and a loss to Austria, 1-7. The following year
of 1923 saw a continued stagnation of the National team. In six matches,
they lost four and drew two. This was not the record that would inspire a
team, nor their fans to have believed that the team was about to embark
on one of the best finishes in Swiss soccer history. 17 In fact, this led
people to believe that the Swiss were heading for disaster.
The Olympic Games of 1924 were held in Paris, France. These
15
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games had quite a bit of innovation; they saw the first lane dividers
held up by corks in the swimming pool and the track was 500 meters
long instead of the standard 400-meter track now. In addition, Germany
was still banned from participating in the Olympic Games as punishment from the Great War. These were the games made famous by the
film "Chariots of Fire" and its depiction of the challenges faced by two
British runners: Eric Liddell and Harold Abrahams. In fact, in the same
400- meter run that would make Liddell famous, a Swiss Joseph Imbach
had set a new world record in a preliminary heat, only to slip and fall in
the finals, thus taking himself out of contention. Paul Martin did see a
little more success than Imbach by taking second to England's Douglas
Lowe in the 800-meter run. 18 The Swiss emerged with quite a number
of medals ranging in sports from track and field to freestyle wrestling,
and from rowing to gymnastics to shooting. 19
In addition to the success in other events, Switzerland sent its
soccer team to participate in the tournament. This event, held 14 years
before the first World Cup of Soccer represented the only event of a
major international character that existed for soccer teams. In the three
matches in preparation for the Olympic tournament, the Swiss had done
remarkably well. They defeated France in Geneva, 3-0, on March 23;
Denmark, 2-0, in Basel on April 20; and Hungary, 4-2, in Zurich on
May 18.20
The team was led by Max Abegglen who would eventually play 68
times for the Swiss national team.21 Abegglen and company opened the
Olympic tournament on May 25 in Paris in style by defeating an overmatched Lithuanian team, 9-0. Max Abegglen had three goals, while
Sturzenegger had four-Dietrich and Ramseyer each scored one. Three
days later, Dietrich scored a crucial goal in a match against Czechoslovakia that ended in a 1-1 draw. A replay was needed and the Swiss
emerged victorious 1-0 behind a goal by Pache. On June 2, the Swiss
met their old foe Italy in the quarterfinals. Behind goals by Sturzenegger and Max Abegglen, the Swiss emerged victorious, 2-1. The semi18
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finals, held three days later in Paris, pitted the Swiss against Sweden
and behind MaxAbegglen who achieved two goals, the Swiss advanced
to the finals by defeating the Swedes, 2-1. The Swiss had played five
matches in just over 11 days. The three days' rest was not enough and
their opponent, Uruguay, proved too strong for the Swiss as they fell
0-3 in the Gold Medal match.22 Despite the loss to the Uruguayans, the
Swiss won the Silver medal! This series of unlikely victories proved to
be the high water mark for the Swiss National team for many years to
come. It would take 30 years for the Swiss National Team to advance
to the second round of a major international tournament.23 Despite the
loss to Uruguay, the Swiss could and according to the ASF do consider
the success in the Olympic Games an important watershed in Swiss
soccer. They came to participate in an international tournament and
accomplished much more than anyone thought possible. In fact, according to the ASF, the semi-finals took the place of an un-official European
Championship with the Swiss winning. This title is not recognized by
UEFA, but does help the Swiss look back on this tournament with extra
pride.24
Let's fast forward to the present, or at least the recent past and look
at the Swiss who have come to the United States to play soccer. There
are two basic types of Swiss players who have traditionally come to the
United States to play soccer, those coming for a college education, and
those at the end of their professional career. It is only in the past few
years that there had been a change in this demographic.
There is a tradition among athletes to try and hang on as long as
possible. If we look at the somewhat tortured saga of Brett Farve in
the National Football League, we can certainly see a visible example
of this. 25 Soccer players are no different. It has happened on many occasions that a former well known player will join a team in Qatar or
the United Arab Emiratis, for example, to continue their career and
get one last large paycheck. The desire to continue playing has even
22
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24
http://www.football.ch/sfv/fr/Geschichte_SFV.aspx?vNews=l &newsID=l 1,
June 27, 2009. UEFA is the acronym for the Union of European Football Association.
25
Schneck, Anthony. "Sportsology." 08/09/11. http://www.ology.com/sports/
rumors-peter-king-thinks-brett-favre-maybe-will-think-about-playing-possibly (accessed
09/01/11). This is just a recent article in a very long line of them dealing with what Brett
would
do.
PublishedFarve
by BYU
ScholarsArchive,
2013
41
23

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 49 [2013], No. 1, Art. 17
39
Alpine Footballers in the New World

caused some very well known players to play for little or known money
to simply continue playing. The current U.S. Men's National Team
coach, Jurgen Klinsmann played for the Orange County Blue Stars of
the Professional Developmental League (4th Division) in the U.S.-five
years after he retired from professional soccer. Klinsmann did not play
for the money, but the continued desire to play was so very strong. 26
There have been a number of Swiss players who have chosen to finish
their careers in the United States after rather lengthy and successful
careers in Europe.
Before proceeding, an explanation of some of the unique characterisitics of the U.S. professional soccer system is needed. The top tier
of professional soccer in the United States is Major League Soccer. This
league has established itself by others in the world as somewhere in the
middle as terms of quality with players routinely being purchased by
larger European clubs. Many younger American players start their professional careers in MLS. The league is also run as a single-entity. Each
team is managed by a group of people or person, but all player contracts
are negotiated and owned by the league, and there is a salary-cap. This
is very different than the model used in almost every other professional
soccer league in the world. This structure does prevent massive spending for players, something that killed many former attempts at professional soccer in the United States.27
This structure does establish financial stability for the league, and
does prevent the so-called "name" players from joining the league due
to money concerns. There has been some change with regards to this
rule. There is now a "designated player" rule that allows teams to sign
a certain number of players whose salary counts only in part against the
teams' salary cap. Meaning, if a MLS team could sign Lionel Messi for
only $335,000, it would count against the cap. 28 With the introduction
26
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of this rule, players with bigger names have joined MLS in recent years.
Examples would be English star David Beckham, French star Thierry
Henry, and Irish star Robbie Keene who all left major clubs in Europe to
play in the United States. This new rule allows teams to purchase players who are earlier in their careers and in theory improve the quality of
the play in MLS.
Now that the economics are out of the way, a look at the Swiss
players who have played in, or are currently playing in the MLS is in
order. These players generally fall into two categories: older players
ready for retirement, and a newer younger group that is looking for a
challenge different than they could find in Europe. MLS was created in
the aftermath of the World Cup of Soccer 1994 hosted by the United
States. In fact one of the provisions that FIFA gave the United States
when they awarded the tournament was that they needed a professional
soccer league. Some of the early foreign MLS players were those who
starred for their teams in World Cup 1994, but were reaching the end of
their playing career.
The first Swiss to play in Major League Soccer, Alain Sutter, is one
of those. Sutter joined the Dallas Bum in 1997 after a distinguished career
with Grasshoppers Zurich, Young Boys Bern, 1. FC Nuremberg, Bayem
Munich and SC Freiburg. In addition to his club play, Sutter represented
Switzerland 68 times with five goals. The midfielder was one of the most
well known and best players for the Swiss national team during the late
1980s and the early and mid 1990s. Rumors of his arrival in MLS started
to circulate in mid-1996 as his contract with SC Freiburg was set to expire .29 Originally, Sutter was scheduled to join the New England Revolution, but due to a contract dispute, he never joined that team.
In April 1997, Sutter finally joined the Dallas Bum and started
his MLS career on May 4 against D.C. United. 30 Much was expected of the veteran Swiss international. There were hopes that he could
raise the level of play in Dallas that had honestly been abysmal to that
29
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point. 31 Speaking right before his first match in the MLS he had this to
say, "Coming to play in MLS is a big adventure for me. My intention
and hope is that my experience helps elevate the league to even higher
levels. I am ready to make a big contribution." 32
After the first match which ended up as a win for Dallas, his coach
and teammate said this, "If we had had more time to get adjusted to
Alain, we could have had five or six goals,' Coach Dave Dir said. 'Alain
was phenomenal,' goalkeeper Mark Dodd said. 'He created four or five
great scoring chances." 33 There were some very high hopes for the
contribution that Sutter would make for t~e Dallas Bum and MLS,
in general. Sutter's view of the United States could best be summed
up with his choice of jersey number, he chose #66, in reference to the
iconic song "Route 66", the major view of the United States by many
Europeans. 34 In addition, his girlfriend who accompanied him to the
U.S. had some humorous comments about living in the U.S. She said,
"Yesterday, I had to go to the bank. And you put the check in the glass
tube and whoosh, it goes through. That was interesting," "But there are
a lot of good things: The grocery stores are open 24 hours, and stores
are open on Sundays." 35
Sutter's influence was felt very quickly with the Dallas Bum reeling off five straight wins after his arrival. 36 In fact, his arrival caused
such a positive stir, that he was awarded the MLS Player of the Month
award for May 1997 and after only a month in the league was chosen as
a player in the All-Star game. 37 After a highly successful 1997, players,
32
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http://search.proquest.com/docview/403659660?accountid= 11033.
35
Dorson, J. R. (June 8, 1997). Liaisons help foreign players adjust. San Antonio
Express-News, pp. 11.S-11.S. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/26196
6819?accountid= 11033
36
Landman, Brian, "Dallas' no. 66 Finding His Kicks," St. Petersburg Times, May
23, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/263227545?accountid=1l033.
37
"D.C. United Attendance Up, but League's is Down," The Washington Post,
June 4, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/408313203?accountid=l l033. Jones,
Grahame L., "Galaxy's Cienfuegos to Start in July 9 MLS all-Star Game.," Los Angeles
Times, June 19, 1997, http://search.proquest.com/docview/421299708?accountid= 11033.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

44

et al.: Full Issue
42

February 2013 SAHS Review

fans, coaches, and the media expected Sutter to continue his fine form
and raise the level of his game and that of those around him. 38 In early
May, Sutter stepped in a hole during training and tore some cartilage
in his hip. 39 Sutter returned to Switzerland to see a specialist and eventually aggravated his hamstring. Without Sutter, Dallas which had
great goals, floundered in 1997 .40 Sutter never played another match
of professional soccer. Despite the short stay, 25 matches over two
seasons, and only two goals, Sutter was an excellent representative for
the Swiss in MLS.
The second Swiss player to join the MLS was Raphael Wickey. Wickey grew up in Luggeren, Aaragau, Switzerland, and spent
the majority of his playing career in Switzerland with FC Sion. He
played over 130 matches for FC Sion over two different spells, intermixed with stops at Werner Bremen, Athletico Madrid, and Hamburger SV. His two stops in Germany were the most productive of
his career. Wickey also played 75 matches for the Swiss National
Team from 1996-2008, starting in the midfield in all four matches
of World Cup 2006. Interest from MLS started to heat up in 2008
when Chivas USA, a club in Los Angeles wanted to sign him from
Hamburger SV. 41 Chivas USA, a sister club to Chivas Guadalajara
entered the league in 2005.
The initial goal was to have only Hispanic players play for the
club following the parent clubs rules in Guadalajara. This proved
to be a disaster and after two seasons, Chiv as USA started to open
up its roster to non-Hispanic players. Prior to interest by Chivas
USA, the Columbus Crew had looked into bringing Wickey to cen38
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tral Ohio.42 As the 2008 pre-season began, Wickey was introduced
as a new MLS signing and sent to play with Chivas USA. His role
was to be the same one that Sutter had almost a decade earlier, that
of playmaker. He would not score many goals, but his passes and
vision were needed to help improve on what had been two miserable years for the team. 43 By May 2008, it became apparent that
Wickey was not going to provide the answer that Chivas USA was
looking for. With only 48 minutes in three matches under his belt
due to crippling injuries, Wickey's MLS adventure was turning into
a nightmare .44
The nightmare continued until July 2008 when the team and
Wickey decided that surgery was needed on his injured ankle. He was
expected to be out for at least three months, but all signs pointed to
his return right at the end of the 2008 season, or returning for the 2009
season.45 He was placed on the disabled list and replaced on the active
roster. 46 Wickey did not play again during the 2008 season.
With the expansion of the Seattle Sounders entering the league,
the MLS held an expansion draft. Each team could only protect 11
of their players, Wickey was left unprotected, a possible sign that
Chivas USA was done with him despite their resigning him soon
before the draft. As a player from a given team was selected, that
team could remove another player from the draft. This provided an
opportunity for a team to get rid of players with large contracts who
were not producing, or younger players who were not progressing.
Wickey went undrafted and retired on March 1, 2009. Although not
as successful as Sutter, Wickey continued to open doors for Swiss
players to the MLS .47
43
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Blaise Nkufo was the third Swiss to join the MLS on the eve
of his retirement. Unlike Sutter and Wickey, Nkufo was the first and
only Swiss Designated Player to date in MLS. 48 NKufo, born in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, started his professional career at Lausanne- Sport in 1993. He jumped around between various Swiss and
Quatari teams before transferred to Mainz in Germany in 2001-2002.
During his brief stay at Mainz, he scored 20 goals in 42 matches.
Nkufo briefly joined Hannover, before he found a permanent home in
Twente in the Netherlands. From 2003-2010, he played in over 200
matches for the Dutch club and scored 114 goals-a club record. FC
Twente actually built a statue of Nkufo that sits right outside of their
stadium.49
As his contract was expiring with Twente, Nkufo desired to play
two more seasons near his wife and family who lived in Vancouver, Canada. The Seattle Sounders signed him in March 2010 with the understanding that he would not join the club until after the World Cup 2010 in South
Africa.50 Nkufo was signed to score goals, something that Seattle desperately needed.51 He would eventually score five times in 16 games for Seattle, while helping the team tum their season around. His presence forced
other teams to change their defense to handle him. This opened up more
opportunities for these teammates. That being said, Nkufo was still coming to the MLS as he entered the "twilight of his professional career."52
He started to have knee problems that limited his playing time. Part of
the issue could have been the fieldturf used at Qwest Stadium in Seattle,
Washington.53 Despite the nagging knee injury, Nkufo managed to score
three goals in a match in September, and was awarded the MLS Player of
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the Week honors.54 As the season ended and expansion in Vancouver and
Portland loomed, Nkufo was left exposed to be selected by Vancouver
or Portland, just as Wickey had been. There was much discussion about
Vancouver taking him, due to his family living in Vancouver.55 He went
undrafted and remained with Seattle, and when training camp rolled
around in January 2011, he was projected to be a starter for the club .56
By March, Nkufo and the Sounders management realized that the situation, despite the good things from the end of the 2010 season, was not
working. In the end of March there was a mutual separation between the
club and Nkufo.57 The question on his tenure remained open. Did he do
better than Wickey-yes! Was his impact as great as Sutter-probably
not. These three players all ended their careers in MLS, after playing a
long time. The wear and tear on their bodies drastically impacted their
effectiveness.
As Nkufo was ending his MLS experience and career, two more
Swiss were joining MLS. Unlike Sutter, Wickey, or Nkufo, they were in
the prime of their career. The arrival of Davide Chiumiento and Alain
Rochat in Vancouver signaled a very different sort of Swiss player in
MLS, those who are still in the prime of their careers. Chiumiento, born
in Heiden, Switzerland, is a classic example of the newer Swiss soccerplaying generation. His early life was spent in Saudi Arabia, Canada,
and Japan, as his father was often transferred for work. He had dreams
of playing for the Italian National team growing up, despite growing
up through the Swiss Youth National Team system. In 2004, he turned
down · a call by then Swiss NT coach Koebi Khun for a full national
team match as he held out for an Italian call-up.58 Chiumiento was with
Juventus of Turino from 2004-2007, with loans to Siena, Le Mans, and
BSC Young Boys. He was one of the rising stars in the midpoint of the
2000s. After a few years of going out on loans, he joined FC Luzern
54
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in 2007 for a $4.3 million dollar transfer fee. Chiumiento played three
seasons for the central Switzerland club and he experienced his finest
club seasons to date.59 In 88 matches, he scored 17 times and was a vital
cog in the Luzern midfield. He finally accepted a call-up to the Swiss
NT in 2010. As his contract expired with Luzern, there was speculation
as to where he would end up, his destination shocked many. Chiumiento
decided to join the Vancouver Whitecaps of USL 2, a team that was getting ready to make the jump to MLS in 2010.ro
This move sent shockwaves through the Swiss soccer community, an incredibly talented playmaker, leaving Europe at the prime of
his career to play second division soccer in Canada? It was very hard
for many to understand. According to Chiumiento himself, "I had two
or three conversations with the [Whitecaps] and I had a good feeling
about things and that is important for a player," he said in an interview.
"I wanted a new experience and I think the possibilities here are very
good." 61
This transfer was criticized by many people who looked at MLS as
a step down in competition. But it was a major change for Swiss players coming to the U.S.-no longer would simply those nearing the end
of their careers look to the U.S. and MLS as one last paycheck, but as
a place to play in the prime of one's career. As of mid September 2011,
Chiumiento's season was going well. In spite of a few injuries that kept
him out of five games, he had two goals, and eight assists for the first
year with Vancouver Whitecaps. Chiumiento's second goal, scored on
September 10 was named the goal of the week. He continues to be a
formidable presence for the team. It appears that the gamble for Chiumiento has paid off.
More Swiss players are arriving on an annual basis. Chiumiento
has a teammate at Vancouver, Alain Rochat, who formerly played for
59
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FC Zurich, but joined the expansion side along with him. Stefan Frei
came to the United States in High School, excelled at the University
of California, Berkley, and was drafted by Toronto FC, the first Swiss
player to be drafted into the MLS. He has played very well, and is the
long-time starter for Toronto FC.
Louis Crayton, a Swiss-Liberian played for DC United of the MLS
also played from 2008-2010. He finished his career with a lower division side in Minnesota. The list goes on when college soccer players are
included.
In the 2011-2012 season, there were at least ten Swiss playing on
various collegiate soccer teams in the United States and Canada. Will
most of these men play professionally? Probably not, but their experience in the United States and Canada will impact them greatly.
Swiss soccer has come a long way from its humble beginnings in
the end of the 19th century. They are a strong side, with major victories
to their credit. One of the most significant aspects of the Swiss soccer
success is its ability to export the sport to other areas of the world, including the United States and Canada.
- Georgia Military College
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From No Man's Land
to the Mosaic Floor:
An Autobiographical
Sketch of a "Secunda''
by Lorena Gulino

Biography doesn't have to follow the time line-I know that as a
cultural anthropologist. And I also know that we read the past through
the lens of the present and that its construction is but one version of
possible realities having the imprint of personal vision. Understanding
is shaped further by the moment and formed by social surroundings. An
anecdote will highlight these opening thoughts.
During grammar school breaks, I often ate bread and cheese during break. Children in my class used to hold their noses and shouted
from a distance: "Ugh, your cheese smells terrible!" They didn't know
the smell of our homemade Sicilian cheese. At the same time, my parents let me know that Tilsiter cheese smelled awful. Torn between two
cultures, I found myself in-between in an imagined no man's land where
I felt more and more comfortable. Step by step I got to know a new way
of life marked by contrasts and similarities and an open wide-ranging
field. Meanwhile, Swiss weekly markets offered not only the bad smelling Tilsiter, but also the equally bad smelling south Italian cheese, today
quite valued as a treat. And besides, I like all kinds of cheese, even those
I don't know.
My mission in life is probably to mediate. That role runs through
my life like a red thread. From early on I have lived in different worlds
and tried to unite them. Whether because I have lived in diverse cultures and languages or am engaged in different pursuits based on my
schooling, being aware of what is dividing as well as uniting is essential
for me. Both my parents hail from Sicily. They learned to know each
other in a village surrounded by Swiss mountains. They married after
a short engagement, the movements of the newly in love having been
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watched keenly by an aunt on mother's side. My mother was nineteen,
my father eight years older. I was born a year later. I spent many years
in the nursery, then in the halls in a home for the aged where my mother
cleaned rooms and where I spent the free time of my kindergarten years.
It taught me to move as unnoticed as possible in order to master life
appropriately as a well behaved girl. But also during the turbulent teens,
I was not able to find my own place in society.
During the primary school years, I attended the Italian culture and
language school on Wednesdays with my two years younger brother
while the other children enjoyed their one free afternoon. The strict
Catholic nuns from Nafels did the teaching. At the start of the lessons,
everyone had to first stand up to say a short prayer of thanks-and only
then were we allowed to sit down. Repetition was not allowed, which
was why we fought always about the same prayers because gradually
we had no more options left. During that time, I disliked going to language school and I would have much preferred to play outside or to
roam with my friends through town.
I especially remember fourth grade. A cousin who had come from
Sicily became my new neighbor on the school bench. I could translate
the assignments for him and help him in schoolwork. At the same time a
new teacher who had come from faraway Zurich adopted unusual teaching methods. One day he asked us to bring a book along from home so
that after finishing early with an assignment we could read on our own.
In our home there were no bound books, and certainly none in German.
But my mother brought me tons of dime novels from the old people's
home that women had subscribed to, and I devoured them in a comer as
the spumed bookworm of the family. I knew, of course, that these were
not what the teacher had asked for.
To get what he had suggested, my parents accompanied me to the
stationery store of the village where a few books were available. We
were not familiar with any children's or other books, thus my parents
bought me a Langenscheidt German-Italian dictionary so that I could
better help my cousin. The little item was not what the teacher had in
mind however; he turned it from one hand to the other without comment
but did not insist. A year later I was able to order a four-volume work on
world history, thanks to the women of the old people's home who had
collected Silva coupons. With what pride I unpacked those four smart
and bulky volumes and put them on my bookshelf!
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Family life had the imprint of the daily challenges that at times
were like a struggle for survival. Both of my parents worked full
time. My brother and myself had to learn early to be on our own and
to take responsibility. The shrill sound of the alarm clock tore us out
of our sleep from Monday to Friday. A second alarm clock told us
that we had to leave the house so that we would not miss the start of
school; but that happened nevertheless because during breakfast we
would become immersed in our role-playing games and would forget
the time.
As a child already I helped to prepare the midday meal. My
mother readied the tomato sauce the night before, I cooked the pasta,
and when my father arrived out of breath from work, he did the rest.
All had to be prompt because he had to sign in again at the factory at a
quarter to one. When mother was not working on Saturdays, we spent
time in a new shop where our parents bought electrical appliances,
aluminum foil, and other new items for our relatives in Sicily.
Once a year, we all prepared gifts - we packed Swiss chocolate
in newspapers so that they wouldn't melt on the 24-hour car journey.
Shortly before departure and during the long trek, there was always
a feverish and expectant atmosphere. The course of preparations was
the same year in and year out. During the first week of vacation, we
children had to empty all the kitchen cabinets, to clean them, and to put
everything back again. The suitcases were carefully packed by Papamother dido 't know how to do that, he would claim again and again,
while la Mamma would roll the banknotes into household paper and
sew them into the inner side of jackets and trousers. When we were
small, mother would prepare a sleeping mattress on the backseat of the
car. She would stuff underwear, socks, and t-shirts in it.
How I liked it when, on rare occasion, we could choose one of the
expensive children's magazines at a kiosk. We always left in the middle
of the night after mother, murmuring some prayer, had sprayed a bit of
salt throughout the car and we wished ourselves a good trip. My uncle's
car went first, and my father's car always followed. At the rest stops,
the two men's way of driving and the not, or too late, understood sign
language were welcome fuel for heated discussions, while our mothers
cooked pasta with melted cheese for us children. Despite our worries,
there wasn't one journey in all those about 20 years that the two of them
had not undertaken together.
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Although I was one of the best in school, I was not allowed to attend the Gymnasium. According to my teacher, I was too timid, and my
German was not native and thus insufficient. An episode may highlight
the mindset in the Glarus Valley which was then a fairly hostile climate
for foreigners. At an unannounced test in geography, my favorite subject, I was the only student who could match all cantons with their capitals. Scoffing, the teacher remarked to the class: "Now we even have
to be told by foreigners how Switzerland fits together!" But also my
parents thought an absolved apprenticeship would suffice for a Sicilian
girl whose parents were but unskilled workers in the town's factory. I
myself thought that I was not good enough and conformed again to the
situation.
Once the rector of the business school stood in for the teacher of
German and I was introduced to Swiss literature. We dealt with Frisch's
parable Andorra. I truly felt that I quite understood Andri, the lead character. At the test I could let my thoughts and feelings run free. Before
the rector returned the corrected essays, he called me aside and out of
the room. I became anxious. He explained that the essays had turned
out quite bad so that he had to adjust the average grades, but that unfortunately he couldn't give me a 6+ because the grade didn't exist in
the grading system. Listening to his excuse, numerous feelings overwhelmed me. Despite this acknowledgment, I doubted my knowledge
of German for a long time; the negative assessments received since
childhood got the better of me and took the form of deep seated and
groundless anxiety.
With awe, I viewed those attending the Gymnasium who were
reading the yellow Reclam literary pamphlets on the train. Until adulthood, I was convinced that I wouldn't understand a word. Although I
have written much, German has remained a challenge that is tied neither
to grammar nor spelling, but to a supposed lack of capability and notbelonging.
Yet I was neither too timid nor untalented for officials, physicians,
and for my parents when as a 15 year-old, I acted as translator, companion, and physiotherapist. My father had been in an accident leading to
drawn out complications. Sent from one physician to another, I accompanied him to alien Zurich. I quickly adjusted to the trams and many
busses. At the clinic, I also tried to master the jargon of the German
professors and to stand up for my father's health.
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It was a matter of course that as the oldest I took the lead in difficult situations. We were told in detail how we had to hold my father's
recently operated arm in a stable position when briefly taking off the
frame around his chest for cleaning. My uncle had been charged with
the difficult task while mother did the washing. But it was only seconds
until my uncle felt uneasy. Thus, I was not only entrusted with holding
up the arm, but the daily exercising of the slowly healing shoulder also
became my task. I kept it to myself that many situations simply overtaxed me, and I tried my best under the circumstances because I did
not see who else could have done the job. To refuse did not cross my
mind. By my acquired confidence in being able to overcome obstacles,
I gained a new position within the family in Switzerland as well as in
Sicily. I was no more a timid and obliging girl.
Every year we spent four weeks of the summer in the native village of my father. In the midst of grain fields and scraggy hills where
sheep were grazing, we spent untroubled hours and played all day long
outside with cousins and neighboring boys and girls. The surroundings
and items lying about were our only playthings. Scraped knees and then
their cleaning with vinegar or red wine that brought about screams and
tears were common place because we-gli svizzeri, the Swiss-were
not used to the rough paths.
Vacations also brought other noteworthy yet common moments.
For example, it was always fascinating to watch my grandmother get
dressed. Under her gown she used to put two long hemp bands around
her neck. They were knotted with several plastic little horns that looked
like paprika shells. She was firmly convinced that they protected her
from the evil eye. She lived to be 90 years old.
Once my parents sent me to a great-aunt who put her hand on my
belly and murmured incomprehensible words without pause, thereby
driving away my bad dreams. Often I had trouble to follow certain demands. We girls were only allowed to take walks up and down the lighted main street while the boys would disappear into the dark, sometimes
with one of the girls. Although big and small, we knew about the forbidden "disappearing", nobody mentioned it. I for one could.not fathom
that. Quite often I simply could not understand my parents with whom I
spent more time during the four holiday weeks than I did throughout the
year in Switzerland. At times I felt that they were strangers for whom
suddenly other values had become important. After the return to Swithttps://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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zerland, life was again as usual and I recognized my parents in their (as
well as my own) daily ways.
I spent my first 18 years in the Glarus region. As soon as I had finished my commercial apprenticeship-by the way with top grades, but
I was never allowed to be first-I left the valley and Switzerland and
went for three months to England. I wanted to break out of the narrow
bounds and gain new experiences. Not only was the valley narrow, but
also the outlook of my teachers and of the Glarnese women and men,
as well as the education of my parents. During puberty I began to fight
hard for things with verbal confrontation, but lie I could not. My Swiss
friends however enjoyed a freedom that was for me out of the question.
I opposed such injustice again and again as I had done for my parents
within Swiss society. But I could never explain my view of life to my
parents in words. Therefore, I didn't return to the Glarus Valley after my
stay in England, but instead accepted my first position in Zurich that led
me to the uppermost level of a large international firm.
My curiosity for the unknown was awakened and after only a year,
I packed my suitcase again and went to Madrid for five months. The
Spanish language opened up new worlds for me and to this day I use
it daily. I never understood why I did not stay in Madrid for good, but
instead I tried to get a job in Rome; actually I wanted to work for the
FAO, the Food and Agriculture Organization, established in the Italian
capital. I imagined that I would be understood and feel at home in an
internationally engaged organization. But being barely 20 years old and
without a university degree, I had no chance. Back in Switzerland I held
jobs in various firms and applied to the DOZ, the interpreter school.
Despite my being fluent in foreign languages, I was denied admission
due to not having a Maturitiits-degree. Therefore, I journeyed with my
future husband for several months to Central America. With the birth of
our son, my life regained some calmness. But bad experiences with the
nursery made me care for our son in other ways.
The help of other mothers holding jobs and the support of my father, who despite numerous operations had become an unhappy disabled
retired person, enabled me to combine upbringing, employment, and
studies during the next 11 years. I obtained a belated Maturitiits-degree,
took courses at different universities, and specialized in topics dealing
with migration and the family. I spent a semester abroad in southeastern
Spain and researched the southward migration of northern European
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men and women. For the first time in my life I felt recognized as a person of full value and equal rights. My son went to the local school while
I researched the daily routine of the migrants.
My knowledge of languages helped all on the research team and
I felt truly appreciated. I was astonished to realize that in that lively
environment I was not viewed as loud or emotional anymore as happened in Switzerland. I fully recognized that views about people and
things varied according to surroundings, as well as contexts and that
judgments were thus relative. Even the Swiss women and men living in
Spain acknowledged the Spaniards' zest for life. How paradoxical situations in life can be! These were fulfilling and important years of gaining
inner strength, but also of growing apart from my Spanish husband that
ended in a divorce. As a single mother, I quickly needed a well paying
job near where we lived. My erstwhile commercial training as well as
my adaptive skills that I had acquired from early on served me well.
There are people who know at a young age what they hope to
achieve in their lives. That did not apply to me. When in high school, we
had to deal with the search for an apprenticeship position. I asked my
teacher in what kind of program I might be able to use my knowledge
of geography. "Work at the counter of a post office," he retorted, "there
you can send out letters and packages all over the world!" I remembered that episode only recently and realized in a flash that my youthful
dream-though many years later-has been fulfilled. Getting to know
other countries and people, exploring social customs and their connection to daily affairs, are themes that I pursued in my second course of
study. But not only formal education guided me in those years. The
basic insights gained in the continuing apprenticeship of being a mother
have been as indispensable; those may not be discovered in a theory or
in any book, but flow only from unconditional love for a child.
Journeying into the imagined no [wo-]man's land delights me
daily. The floor may be seen as having been set by many old and new
mosaic pebbles. Life involves a steady negotiation by adapting as well
as by sticking to one's own understanding so that more pebbles may
enlarge the mosaic floor. I don't think much of the claim, therefore, that
foreigners, that is, Secundas or Secundos, may simply choose the best
from two cultures.
In my experience, the challenge lies in a uniting and integrating
of diverse cultures, different tongues, and daily life. Different as well
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as common features need to be acknowledged. Giving-in bridges the
chasm for a time but also buries traits that makes each person unique.
The daily challenge lies in finding the proper balance between those attitudes as well as in pursuing individual adaptation. Numerous people
face such daily demands, not only those living abroad or who are Secundas, Secundos, or expatriates. Everyone has to confront the challenge of choice because we are neither the one nor the other.
I see myself not only as a Sicilian and a Glamese, as a speaker of
Italian and German, as an academic and an apprenticeship graduate,
as a divorced woman and a single mother, as cultural anthropologist
and a daughter of factory workers. I understand myself as being all of
these and as someone who walks on a-that is, on mine-unfinished
and colorful mosaic floor which will expand in the future by still many
unknown pebbles.
- Canet de Mar/Baden, August/September 2012
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Leaving the Alps for the Plains:
A Brief Narrative of a
Swiss Family's Migration to Texas
by Barbara Ozun
Cows, cheese, Swiss Army knives, mountains, and beautiful lakes are
what people think of when they think Switzerland. Others talk about the
military and the fact that every man is allowed-not encouraged-to
own a gun and regularly shoot it at targets ... Still others marvel that
a country so small could function so well with four official languages.
Currently, cocktail party talk seems to center around the prescience of
Switzerland's decision not to be part of the Eurozane-that is, if the
person I am talking with can distinguish .Switzerland from Sweden! I am
often asked about Switzerland and how my family came to be in Fort
Worth, Texas. Below is my story-interwoven tightly with the story of
Switzerland.
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In 1978, my father Rudy, and mother Anne-Marie, sister Franziska,
brother Lukas, and I immigrated to the United States from Geneva,
Switzerland. My parents met at the University of Basel in the mid1960s, and moved to Geneva when my father was offered a position as
a Chef de Travaux, (research director of the general genetics lab) at the
University of Geneva. My father is a biology researcher specializing
in genetics and my mother is an electron-microscopist. It was assumed
that the position would eventually transition into a full-fledged professorship, since he both lectured and taught labs in embryology.
About 1976, however, the University of Geneva made it clear
that my father's position would be limited to a five-year post, effective
retroactively. With limited, assistant professorships available, and the
leading candidate being the director's wife, my father had to find a new
position somewhere else. Eventually a position was secured in Fort
Worth, Texas; this is how we came to the United States. 1
The decision to move out of Switzerland for science is fairly routine. Many international students and professors come to American universities to further their research or continue their studies. The Swiss
people have a tradition of this as well. This trend is not new, nor is it
confined to upper level academia. Rather, the group of Swiss Expats,
known as the Ausland Schweizer, is often referred to as the fifth Switzerland. The country is simply too small and is too well educated for all
Swiss to remain in Switzerland. Historically, about 10% of the Swiss
population live outside Switzerland whether on a temporary or permanent basis. (Office 2011) 2
The most famous, and most successful group of Swiss expats is the
mercenaries of the 16th through 19th centuries. Swiss mercenary soldiers
fought for multiple courts of Europe and brought Switzerland quite a
bit of money. Upon their return, new ideas learned during their service
abroad were introduced by these soldiers. Knowledge of the Renaissance in Italy, or the ways of Bourbon courts in France and Spain are
just a few. For centuries, the Swiss were known as the best fighters in
the world. 3
1
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Despite our relocation to the United States, my family returned
frequently to Switzerland on a regular basis. It was on these trips that I
learned more of the mercenary soldiers. We visited the Lion's memorial
in my father's hometown of Luzern. The impressive carving of a dying lion in a rock commemorates the massacre of 600 Swiss mercenary
officers and soldiers who died during the siege of the Palais des Tuilleries defending the king of France at the beginning of the French Revolution .4
Although the Swiss outlawed mercenary work as illegal in the
mid-19 th century, there are two elements of it that continued. Swiss citizens were allowed to enlist individually in a foreign army, thus ensuring
that the Swiss were involved in World War I. The only current Swiss
mercenaries are the 133 who serve as the Vatican's Swiss Guard.Amain
cause for the decline was that the growth of the Swiss industrial capacity produced more employment in Switzerland, diminishing the need to
sell their services on the international scene.5
The introduction of industrialization in Switzerland profoundly
affected the nation. The most visible change was the introduction of the
textile, watch, chocolate, and cheese industries in both rural and urban
settings.
The Swiss watch industry originally developed in my hometown of
Geneva. As Jean (John) Calvin's ideas spread, one belief directly affected the watchmakers. Jewelers felt it was safer to create pocket watches
than to try to continue their traditional jewelry trade after a Calvinist
ban on wearing of jewels. Jean Calvin, the founder of Calvinism, had
lasting impacts on Protestantism in general, but Presbyterianism and
Puritanism specifically. Furthermore, Calvin founded the University of
Geneva, and mentored William Whittingham, the author of the Geneva
Bible, the most used English Bible before the King James edition.6
The relocation to the Jura mountains by the watchmakers came
in the early 17th century, due to an overabundance of the tradesmen in
Geneva. It was in the mountains that further innovations were developed such as the perpetually winding watch, as well as the division of
4
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labor to assemble watch parts.7 My mother's ancestors began producing
clock housings and assembled watch components in the rapidly growing watch industry that developed around La Chaux de Fonds. Other
women of the family augmented their income by putting together the
small springs that make up the inner workings of a mechanical watch.
For example, my great-aunt Jeanne began life as a governess to
an English family living in India. She returned home in the 1940s and
performed piece work for the watch industry to maintain an income.
Her brothers, Louis, Pierre, and Georges Ducommun left Switzerland
to seek their fortunes in all parts of the world. Pierre became a jeweler
in New York; Willie worked himself into owning a vanilla plantation in
Madagascar; and Georges left for South America never to be heard from
again.
The specialized watch industry led to innovations in all types of
industries-especially those that required precision and attention to
detail. Switzerland today is known for its high-tech machines, and its
pharmaceuticals-both of which require the combination of innovation,
attention to detail, and a reputation for high quality. Switzerland has 25
Nobel prizewinners, mainly in the fields of either science or medicine. 8
Many of these prize-winning scientists worked on their research outside
of Switzerland, sending their youth abroad, and then returning to the
country of their birth later in life. My Uncle Rolf, is one who did just
that. He spent his early professional years in Australia and then San
Diego and returned to Switzerland in time for my cousins to begin their
late grammar school years.
The textile industry was similarly important to keeping Swiss young
people in Switzerland-especially in the central and eastern parts of the
country. The first automated textile manufacturing began in St. Gallen
around 1800. Rather than using coal-powered steam engines, however,
Switzerland was able to use its fast moving rivers as the source of factory
power. Thus, industrialization spread rapidly and the textile industry was
largely mechanized by 1814.9 Much like the watch industry that sprang
up before it, the textile industry was situated in the mountains close to
7
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the workers. The rapid rivers provided power while the willing farmers
provided the labor. Plants and animals provided the dyes for the fabrics.
Again like the watch industry, the innovations learned during the textile
manufacturing process led to the modern Chemical/pharmaceutical and
the high tech, high precision machining industries.
My great-uncle on my father's side, Albert Brugger, patented
several textile innovations made especially for Rayon, the first synthetic
fabric which had just been newly formulated. 10 He and his brother, according to family lore, famously split the world in half and crisscrossed
the world selling their thread shuttles and spool clamping devices in the
early 20 th century. Although the sisters of the family (there were eight
children total) received no formal education or direct monetary benefit,
it certainly brought the boys quite a bit of money. I remember visiting
my great-uncle in a fabulous Italianate mansion dripping with views of
the Mediterranean and works of art on the southeastern French coastal
island of Cap Ferrat.
A tangible benefit for the Brugger girls was to marry well. My maternal grandmother married my maternal grandfather, Albert Brun. He
and his brothers owned the Brun Brothers construction company begun
by their father in 1911. Although the economic depression during and
after World War I hit Switzerland hard, and political strife was rampant,
the company survived to see not just the Second World War, but to benefit from the boom of the post war years." Although the company has
since diversified into real estate and split various branches of the company to accommodate an ever-expanding family, it is great to go back to
Switzerland and see the Brun name on the construction crane and traffic
cones around the Innerschweiz.
World War I and its aftermath were perhaps the worst time for
Switzerland, and witnessed the height of emigration. Swiss textile and
watch industries were hit hard, there were clear political and cultural
tensions between the German and the French side of Switzerland in
how to deal with Swiss neutrality, and there was essentially a class war
between the upper and lower classes, and between the city dwellers and
the country peasants.
10
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That Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov Lenin was living first in Bern and
then in Zurich during the war did not help matters, as he did his best
to agitate radical forces. The general strike of November 1918 almost
erupted into a civil war, but luckily did not as the spirit of compromise
prevailed. 12 Nevertheless, the economic and political conditions served
as a post-war exodus for many young people-men in particular. Those
who remained had to be incredibly flexible and innovative, or simply
had to hunker down and survive. It is no surprise that the men of both
sides of the family (and one woman, my great-aunt the governess) chose
to leave the country to gain financial stability.
In 1978, my father, mother, sister, and brother followed in the footsteps of so many Swiss nationals. We packed our bags, put the furniture
onto a container ship, and flew to America. We have lived in the United States ever since. As such, I became not quite Swiss and not quite
American. Professionally and personally, I am definitely American and
even Texan. My best friends are here, my husband and children are, of
course,American, and I am perfectly happy teaching world history at an
American high school.
Yet, there is definitely a Swiss part of me that serves to amuse
and annoy my immediate family: I need to be on time; dinner must be
served at a table and eaten sometime between 6:00 and 6:30 p.m.; chocolate must be really good; and the cheese preferably "stinky;" exercise
is important, and walking up and down a mountain at break-neck speed
is a good thing. Many of these Swiss oddities fit nicely into the stereotype that others have of Switzerland. 13 My brother and sister and I love
the mountains and use any excuse to go skiing, hiking, or just gazing.
As such, we have become part of the annual spring break migration of
Texans to Colorado. My idea of a good summer vacation is a good hike
up a mountain path, followed by a wonderful picnic lunch.
Although I love the mountains of Colorado, especially in the
springtime when the skiing is easy and the weather is relatively warm,
there is something to be said about the Swiss hiking experience. The
ubiquitous Swiss mountain trains which seem to crisscross the countryside and ensure that you never have to retrace your steps on a hike
12
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unless you want to. The multitude of cog rails, gondolas, chair lifts,
post coaches, and funiculars really make for a fantastic way to view
the mountains. Of course, the mountain restaurants serving all kinds of
fabulous foods and drink- not to mention desserts such as our family
favorite the Meringue-make the Colorado mountains seem positively
primitive. This summer, for example, my husband, my children, and
I went to the Gornergrad glacier and were able to have fondue with a
magnificent view of the craggy mountains surrounding us.
This incredible accessibility comes in large part because of the
tourist industry that the Thomas Cook travel company started. The English middle class jumped at the chance to leave the industrial pollution
of England for the pristine mountains and lakes of Switzerland. This
led the ever-industrious Swiss to build railways everywhere. There is
not a mountaintop in the country that does not have some method of
transport up it. Of course, with easy access to the top, restaurateurs and
hoteliers could take advantage of the mountain vistas and the wonderful
air. Thus was born the fabulous combination of exercise, convenience,
and luxury. What better way to spend the day than to travel to a fantastic
location, walk a bit, and then take in a scrumptious meal with a wonderful view? It is all so convenient and luxurious, and good for you!
My maternal grandparents built a chalet in the mountains of the
Bernese Oberland, with a magnificent view of the Reichenbach Falls
on the opposite side of the valley. When we returned to Switzerland as
expats for the summer in the 1970s and the 1980s, it is to this chalet
that we went. My brother, sister, and I spent the summer watching the
farmers make hay, playing in the cow barns, learning about when cows
went up the mountains and when they came down, and even played
some Swiss folk music with the neighbor. He was a great big man who
had lots of big cowbells on his wall. He won these by winning wrestling competitions held in the summer. .(These competitions are called
Hosenlupf because the wrestlers wear baggy shorts over their farmer's
attire. The object is to pick your opponent up by these britches and flip
him over while keeping him inside a circle of saw dust.) There is even
a movie about this very old sport! 14
But I knew we were in a beautiful spot when as a sixth grader I read that my hero, Sherlock Holmes, had also come to visit the
14
See www.hoselupf-derfilm.ch for more information on the movie.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

66

et al.: Full Issue
64

February 2013 SAHS Review

Reichenbach Falls, and had spent time in Meiringen, the little town
in the valley below the chalet. This was the place where the famous
Professor Moriarty finally caught up to Holmes. They chase each other
to the Reichenbach Falls and seem to fall to their deaths. In the typical
fashion of sequels, readers found out later that only Moriarty died. Of
course, Arthur Conan Doyle was mirroring the favored vacation destination of the English industrial class. Since the 1860s, tourism has been
one of Switzerland's most important industries. 15
The beauty of modern emigration is that there is hope of returning to your homeland, even for just a visit. Unlike times past, families
do not have to say good-bye forever. With the advent of the internet,
that has gotten even easier. Of course, it is still not exactly cheap to go
overseas for a vacation, but it is certainly doable-especially if relatives
offer places to stay.
My parents have returned to Switzerland and live there about half
of the year. They have returned to the town where they met-Baseland live in the quiet suburb of Rieben just down the street .from where
my Mom grew up. Because of that connection, my children and husband have had the unique opportunity to return to Switzerland and get
to know their homeland as well. (A relatively new Swiss law allows for
children of Swiss mothers to become Swiss citizens.) In the next couple
of years, we are hoping to have the children go to a German school in
Basel and perhaps even take advantage of a student exchange program
so that they can experience the life of a Swiss young person.
I will probably never return to Switzerland to live-my roots are
firmly planted in the United States and in Texas. I hope, however, to be
able to return to Switzerland more often and to appreciate my heritage.
Maybe I will be able to do some AP world history consulting with Swiss
schoolteachers. I am confident that my children will benefit from the internationality of our family and will find their place as culturally savvy
Americans who feel at home in the great big world.
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Film Review:
The 2012 Tim Bevan Production
of Leo Tolstoi's Anna Karenina
by Dwight Page

Director Joe Wright's 2012 film
of Leo Tolstoi 's Anna Karenina
represents the eighth major cinematographic production of this
beloved classic. Previous versions
of the famous story include the
1935 film starring Greta Garbo
and Frederic March; the 1948 film
starring Vivian Leigh and Ralph
Richardson; the 1985 televised
American film starring Jacqueline
Bisset and Christopher Reeves;
the 1997 film, the first American
Count Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoi,
version to be filmed on location in
also known as Leo Tolstoy, was
Russia starring Sophie Marceau
a Russian writer who primarily
and Sean Bean; and finally three
wrote novels and short stories.
Russian versions made in 1953,
Later in life, he also wrote plays
1967 and 1974.
and essays.
Technologically, intellectually, and aesthetically, the present film of the 2012-2013 season, produced by Tim Bevan and scripted by Sir Tom Stoppard, is arguably the
best. It is certainly the film version which remains most faithful to the
spirit and the plot of the original novel. In addition, both in terms of
its sets and the points of view of its dramatis personae, this particular
film demonstrates in a most emphatic manner the pervasive influence of
Swiss and German civilization upon the Russian Empire (1721-1917).
It deserves nomination for the best film of 2012.
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The reader should not be
surprised to learn that this most
recent production of Anna Karenina is a universally acclaimed
masterpiece attracting a vast
global audience, for the novel
upon which the film is based has
always been regarded as the epitome of creative writing. A poll
of 125 contemporary authors in
2009 proclaimed Tolstoi 's Anna
Karenina
to be the greatest novel
Keira Knightly playing Anna Karenina here in this 2012 British ever written.
Tim Bevan's current proromantic drama film directed by
Joe Wright and adapted by Tom duction is based upon the ShakeStoppard from Leo Tolstoi 's 1877 spearian concept that all the
world is a stage, for the entire
novel of the same name.
action of the film is enclosed
within a theatre, or at least the optical illusion of a theatre, and much
of the film's action is literally acted out upon a stage. This was done
in order to demonstrate the director's belief that the Russians of this
era, the reign of Alexander II (1855-1881) were leading artificial lives:
although ethnically Russian, their manners, customs and opinions had
been imposed upon them, like artificial masks, by their upbringing by
a host of nannies, tutors and governesses imported from France and
Switzerland. During a recent televised interview, the actress in the starring role, Keira Knightly, explicitly stressed this point, stating that the
Russians of the Imperial Era looked to France and Switzerland for the
ideals of their civilization. Indeed, the French of the Swiss cantons of
Vaud and Neuchatel is spoken frequently throughout the film.
Director Joe Wright's view of the stagelike artificiality and superficiality of the civilization of the nineteenth century Russian Empire concurs with the views of Tolstoi himself. An idolized member
of the aristocratic ruling class, Count Tolstoi nonetheless rejected the
material and urban luxury of imperial Moscow and Saint Petersburg for
the solitude and spiritual solace and depth of country life, electing to
spend most of his life on his country estate at Yasnaya Polyana (Bright
Meadows). Moreover, Tolstoi's Weltanschauung was a reflection of the
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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conflict in the Russian philosophy of the era: the confrontation between the Westemizers,
disciples of Peter the Great, and
the Slavophiles, who looked to
Russia's mystical medieval past
for their intellectual sustenance
and inspiration.
In the film, this dualism characterizing contemporary Russian philosophy is
succinctly represented by the
early conversation between
Anna's brother Stiva Oblonsky
and Nicolai Dmitrich Levin
at the fashionable restaurant
L'Angleterre, shortly after
Levin's initial arrival in MosKeira Knightly playing Anna Karcow from the country: Stiva is
enina in the 2012 British film.
much at home in this luxurious
atmosphere of bronze statues,
French culture, and French cuisine, whereas the provincial and thoroughly Russian Levin feels uncomfortable and out of place and longs to
return home to the country. Levin has come to Moscow only to propose
to Kitty Shtcherbatsky; that is the sole purpose of his visit to the city.
However, when the novel Anna Karenina first appeared in Russia
in 1873, despite their differences, all of Tolstoi's contemporaries-both
the Westemizers and the Slavophiles- agreed that the central problem
of the novel was that the heroine Anna Karenina flagrantly, brazenly,
and audaciously assaults and violates an ideal which is the mainstay of
both traditional Orthodox Russian and Judea-Christian civilization the ideal of the chaste and virtuous matriarch, the mater familias, who
commands universal respect. This ideal was deeply revered and taken
with the utmost seriousness by both schools of Russian thought.
A devout Christian, Tolstoi himself reviles and condemns his heroine for her shameful and inexcusable misconduct, which brings undeserved
misery into the lives of her husband and son.Anna Karenina is essentially a
didactic novel, designed to demonstrate the dangers of adultery.
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With Natasha Rostov in War and Peace and with Anna Karenina, we
do find a tender, raptured portrayal of the young woman whose beauty
and vitality become an inspiration for men. 1 Nonetheless, Tolstoi lived
in a society in which there is no escape from the problematic nature of
the sexual contract.2 In Tolstoi's world, the wife must remain monogamous and must accept the marital contract. Tolstoi, the moralist, insists
that people have no rights, only responsibilities.3 When Anna Karenina
announces to her husband that she is the mistress of Count Vronsky, she
violates that sacred contract and the laws of God. At that point, Tolstoi the devout Christian, relinquishes sympathy for Anna the sinner in
favor of righteous judgment. In this regard, D. H. Lawrence famously
chastises his fellow novelist for suppressing passionate inspiration for
the sake of didactic purpose.4 However, obedient to the imperatives of
his Christian faith, Tolstoi could not do otherwise.
Indeed,Anna Karenina was written during the period (1866-1867)
when Tolstoi was involved in the prolonged crisis which resulted in his
conversion; thereafter, matters of the Christian faith and soul became
the principal preoccupation of his life. He recorded part of this spiritual struggle in Anna Karenina. The meaning of life consists in living
according to one's "inner goodness," he concluded. Only through emotional and religious commitment, can one discover this natural truth.
Uniquely interpreting the Gospels, Tolstoi discovered that Christ's entire message was contained in the idea "that ye resist not evil." This
doctrine of "non-resistance" became the foundation of Tolstoyism
according to which one lives according to nature, renouncing the artificial refinements of society. Self-gratification, Tolstoi believed, perverts man's inherent goodness. Therefore, property rights-ownership
by one person of things that belong to all- is a chief source of evil.
Carnal lust, ornamental clothing, fancy food, are other symptoms of
the corrupting influence of civilization. In accordance with his beliefs,
Tolstoi practiced what he preached: he divided his property among his
1
David Holbrook, Tolstoy, Woman and Death: A Study of War and Peace and Anna
Karenina (Associated University Press: London, 1997), p. 258.
2
Ibid, p. 15.
3
Amy Mandelker, Framing Anna Karenina: Tolstoi, the Woman Question and the
Victorian Novel (Ohio State Press: Columbus, Ohio, 1993), p. 41.
4
Gina Kovarsky, ''The Moral Education of the Reader," in Approaches to Teaching
Tolstoi's Anna Karenina, ed. Liza Knapp and Amy Mandelker (MLAA: N.Y., 2003), p. 166.
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family members, dressed in peasant homespun, ate only vegetables,
gave up liquor and tobacco, and engaged in manual work with the
peasants on his estate. Anna Karenina was written in order to demonstrate the rightness of his newfound philosophy of Christian altruism
and non-violence.
The novel and the film are consequently replete with concepts of
Christian goodness and divine judgment; indeed, the epitaph appearing
on the opening page of the novel reads: "Vengeance is mine; I will repay." After all, Anna Karenina breaks one of the Ten Commandments,
and she pays an awful price for her transgression.
In Tolstoi's world, Anna's ultimate judge is God, who sees all,
knows all, rewards all virtue and punishes all vice. Moreover, this God
of the Christians has set down clearly and adamantly the rules of proper
conduct for the virtuous wife and mother in the book of Ephesians:
"Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his
body,ofwhich he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ,
so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything." 5

Anna falls woefully short of the high standards for the wife and
mother established by God himself in the New Testament, and her disrespect for God's holy teachings and exhortations concerning chastity
explains her inevitable downfall.
Director Joe Wright has skillfully translated Tolstoi 's religious
earnestness onto the screen. The character Alexey Alexandrovitch
Karenin, played adroitly by Jude Law, has the utmost respect for the
Christian faith, his duties as a husband and father, and the sacrament of
marriage. Karenin is respected by all, including his wife and her lover
Count Vronsky, and throughout the film mention is frequently made of
Karenin's contributions to and sacrifices for Russia.
The scene in the film which most dramatically illustrates Tolstoi's
personal convictions concerning the sacrosanct nature of marriage and
monogamy occurs after a dinner party given by the Petersburg socialite Princess Betsy Tverskoy. At that particular dinner party, at which
Karenin is also present, Anna and Count Vronsky had been observed
5
·
See Ephesians 5:22-24. The Holy Bible: New International Version (Zondervan
Publishing House Grand Rapids, Mich., 1994), p. 1823.
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in earnest and intimate conversation. Upon their return home, Karenin
points out to his wife that her thoughtlessness and indiscretion might
cause herself to be spoken of in society; her "too animated conversation" with Count Vronsky had attracted attention. Karenin thereupon
reminds Anna Karenina that their lives have been joined "not by man
but by God" and that marriage is a holy union.
Karenin's admonitions during this pivotal conversation evoke
the general tenor of Saint Paul's teachings and, more specifically, they
evoke Saint Paul's sexual attitudes. In his writings, Saint Paul displays
a general distaste for sex and carnality, and Karenin is the most forceful and zealous exponent of this Pauline theology in the novel and
film.
Another scene in the film which reveals Tolstoi's Christian
contempt for his heroine's liaison dang ere use is the scene at the beginning of the same aforementioned dinner party hosted by Princess Betsy
Tverskoy in Saint Petersburg. Upon the arrival of Count Vronsky at
the gathering, the hostess Princess Betsy approaches the young officer
and artfully inquires, "Why are you here?" To which Count Vronsky
nonchalantly replies, "I am waiting." Princess Betsy's ensuing scornful
remark represents the quintessence of Tolstoi 's abhorrence for the sin of
adultery: "Waiting for what?" Princess Betsy sarcastically retorts, "to
persuade a virtuous woman to break her wedding vows?"
The sin of adultery and its terrible consequences explain not only
the tragedy of Anna Karenina; these problems are also the source of the
tragedy in other famous Victorian novels: one remembers Flaubert's
Madame Bovary, who takes poison when her two lovers desert her and
leave her in financial ruin; Henry James' Daisy Miller, the American
socialite who is ostracized by Roman society during her Grand Tour of
Europe because of her numerous flirtations; finally the notorious Hester
Prynn in Nathaniel Hawthorne's Scarlet Letter, who is compelled to
wear the infamous scarlet "A" testifying to her adulterous affair and
illegitimate child in Puritan seventeenth century Boston.
Just as Emma Bovary, Daisy Miller, and Hester Prynne offended
their respective societies, Anna Karenina, through her illicit extramarital affair with Count Vronsky, assails the noble ideals of womanhood
which were the fulcrum of both the original Kingdoms of Muscovy and
Russia, and the Europeanized Russian society created by Peter the Great
in the early eighteenth century.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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Medieval Muscovy was
an extremely Christocentric
and patriarchal society wherein
all women were expected to
be obedient to the wishes of
their husbands, as ordained by
God in the book of Ephesians.
When Michael Romanov was
proclaimed Tsar of all the Russias at the lpatiev Monastery
on March 24, 1613, he was simultaneously proclaimed the
First Patriarch par excellence of
all Russia. 6 The Tsar of Russia
thus became not only the patriarch of the Russian people; he
Tsar Michael Romanov.
also became the supreme patriarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church, like the Pope in Rome, the annointed vicar of Christ in the
Kingdom of Russia. An important symbol of the fact that the Tsar
was the most venerable patriarch of the land was the tradition that
the Tsarina should always follow behind her husband on all occasions of state. The last Tsarina of Russia, Alexandra, was well known
for showing such deference to her esteemed husband Nicholas II on
all public occasions.
At the time of the accession of Michael Romanov to the Throne
of Russia in 1613, his country was experiencing social chaos. This was
the Time of Troubles. Nonetheless, in those days Russia was a profoundly Christian nation, and the noble boyars and the Russian peasants were convinced that Michael Romanov was a true emissary of God
who could save them from their distress. Therefore, when the boyars
discovered Michael Romanov at the lpatiev Monastery on March 24,
1613, they continued to plead and to weep until the much moved and
6
Michael Romanov was in fact the son of Patriarch Philaret, and he became the
founder of the Romanov Dynasty, which ruled Russia from 1613 until 1918. Michael was
unanimously elected Tsar of Russia by a national assembly on February 21, 1613, but
the delegates of the council did not discover the young Tsar and his mother at the lpatiev
Monastery near Kostroma until March 24, 1613.
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impressed Michael consented to accept the throne. All his life Michael
Romanov remained a faithful and devoted servant of the Lord, the
Russian people, and the Russian Orthodox Church. Indeed, so profound
was Michael's allegiance to the Russian Orthodox Church that his
failure to wed his daughter Irene of Russia with Count Valdemar Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, a morganatic son of King Christian IV of
Denmark, in consequence of the refusal of the latter to accept Orthodoxy, so deeply afflicted him as to contribute to bringing about his death
on July 12, 1645.
The Russian Empire established by Peter the Great in the early
eighteenth century was likewise profoundly influenced by patriarchal,
technological, intellectual, and aesthetic concepts then prevalent in
Western Europe. Firstly, Saint Petersburg and the Russian Empire were
literally a European architectural construction. Peter the Great invited
numerous French, German, Italian, and Swiss architects and artisans to
Russia in order to assist with the architectural construction of his capital
and his empire. For example, Domenico Trezzini, an architect from the
Swiss canton of Ticino, was instrumental from 1703 until his death in
Saint Petersburg in 1743 in the building of both the Winter and the Summer Palaces, the Fortress of Saint Peter and Saint Paul and the development of the Vasilevskij Island including the Monastery of Alexander
Nevsky, the Twelve Colleges, and many other public buildings.7
Secondly, the ideas of the Swiss and German Protestant Reformation spread throughout the Russian Empire in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.8 It is estimated that between 50,000 to 60,000 Swiss
lived in Russia between roughly 1700 and 1917. The ideas of Erasmus, John Calvin, John Knox, and Martin Luther were respected and
taught as much in the Russian Empire as in Western Europe and colonial America, and these moral and religious concepts played a decisive
role in the education of the gilded youth of Russian aristocracy. These
Protestant ideas were based upon the mandatory careful daily reading of
the Holy Scriptures; these Protestant schools of thought moreover took
for granted that the woman of every noble household would be a chaste
7
Marion S. Miller, Domenico Trezzini e la costruzione di San Pietroburg. Ed. Manuele Kahn-Ross and Marco Franciolli. (Franco Cantini: Florence, Italy, 1994), p. 316.
8
The Swiss-Russian connection went both ways. Notably, Zurich played host to both
Lenin and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, and in the years predating the Russian Revolution, up to
a third of students enrolled at Swiss universities were citizens of tsarist Russia.
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and respectable matriarch who was deeply devoted to her husband and
family. 9
These chivalrous ideals of the Protestant Reformation were enshrined in the hearts of the entire Russian nobility by the numerous
Swiss and French tutors and governesses who were employed throughout the Russian Empire. Many of these teachers and governesses had
been trained at the famous pedagogical school at Neuchatel, Switzerland, and thus Swiss ideals and religious values permeated the entire
Russian ruling class. In this regard, the reader will recall that the tutor of
the children of the last Romanov Tsar, Nicholas II, was Pierre Gilliard
of Lausanne.
These Swiss and German Protestant and Catholic, Italian Catholic
and Russian Orthodox ideals of feminine chastity, virtue, and marital
fidelity were historically taken with the utmost seriousness by women of the upper classes throughout Medieval and Renaissance Europe
and Victorian Europe and America. History is replete with examples of
European noble women who were above reproach and who practiced
maternal and connubial virtues in an impeccable manner. A famous
and noteworthy symbol of the very real pristine virtue of the traditional
European matriarch is Contessina de' Medici, the daughter of Lorenzo
the Magnificent and the wife of Piero Ridolfi. When His Holiness Julius
II once approached Contessina during the painting of the Sistine Chapel
and insinuated that, in her platonic relationship with Michelangelo, she
might have transgressed the lawful boundaries of friendship and forgotten her wifely duties, Contessina urbanely, sincerely and truthfully
replied, "What your Holiness suggests does us both dishonor."
To be sure, there were the courtesans, immortalized in Balzac's
Splendeurs et Miseres des Courtesanes and in Colette's Gigi. However,
European noble men took care to hide such paramours frol!l the public
gaze, and such scarlet women led a hidden existence far from the social scene and season. Certainly no true noble woman of Europe during
the Medieval or Victorian age would ever have been unfaithful to her
husband.
9
For a more complete treatment of the highly rigid and strict social hierarchy and
subordinate position of the woman in the nineteenth century German Empire, see: Donald
G. Tritt, "Leo Lesquereux, the arduous Path of a Nineteenth Century Natural Scientist,"
in Leo Lesquereux: Letters Written from America 1849-1853. Trans. H. Dwight Page. Ed.
Wendy Everham (Picton Press: Rockland, Maine, 2006), p. 15.
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And when that rare event did occur, the consequences were dreadful: the adulterous pair were condemned to eternal damnation in hell
for the unpardonable sin of adultery. The reader will recall that in the
Inferno Dante encounters precisely two such members of the Italian nobility who have been consigned to eternal torment for the commission
of adultery: Francesca da Rimini and Paolo Malatesta. When Francesca's mournful and doleful shade addresses Dante, she woefully acquaints the horrified poet with her terrible and everlasting punishment:
she and her lover Paolo have been condemned to be hurled relentlessly
and eternally about in a hurricane of souls, "just as they used to give
way in life to a tempest of sensual lust." 10
In Anna Karenina, Leo Tolstoi wishes to underscore the fact that
in his personal social milieu and in his personal theology, it would be
unthinkable for any noble woman to commit adultery. Therefore, of all
the feminine char~cters in his novel, Tolstoi creates only two feminine
characters who dare to break their wedding vows: Baroness Shilton,
with whom Count Vronsky has a discussion upon his return to Saint
Petersburg in Chapter 34 at the end of Part I, and Anna Karenina herself. And both women pay a heavy penalty for their failure to obey the
marital laws ·of society and God.
The world of feminine and maternal virtue which Tolstoi cherishes
and extols and personifies in his characters Dolly Oblonsky and Princess Kitty Shtcherbatsky is not only the fictitious world of his novel. It
is also the very real world of European history. In this regard, the reader
remembers the many thoroughly virtuous monarchs of European history: Queen Elizabeth I, the "Virgin Queen" who ruled Great Britain from
1558 to 1603; the pious and good Christian French Empress Eugenie,
the Consort of Napoleon III (1851-1870), who befriended and admired
Bernadette of Lourdes and made her a French national saint; Queen
Mary, the Consort of King George V of Great Britain (1911-1936), the
ultimate immaculate matriarch adored by her people and a paragon of
wifely devotion. Finally, enchanting the entire globe with her regal
beauty and stateliness and serving as an incomparable feminine model
· for millions of women around the globe, there is the example of the
venerable Queen Victoria, Victoria Regina, whose chastity and legend10
Dante Alighieri, "Canto V," in The Divine Comedy: The Inferno, trans. John D.
Sinclair (Oxford University Press: N.Y., 1961), pp. 77-79.
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ary devotion to her consort Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg, contributed
to the conservative and distinguished chivalrous spirit of an entire age.
Unfortunately, history also gives us examples of public figures who, like Anna Karenina, paid a terrible price for what the
public perceived as the transgression of the marital rules of high society.
Tragically, these individuals were actually innocent, and yet the mere
suspicion of wrongdoing in their regal and patrician households ruined
their reputations and lives.
For example, Queen Marie Antoinette of France was falsely accused of having accepted a fabulous diamond necklace worth millions
from her secret admirer the Prince de Rohan during an alleged midnight
rendezvous at Versailles. The person who accepted this gift was actually a woman disguised as the Queen and the member of a gang of jewel
thieves who sold the necklace on the black market. The Queen herself
was completely unaware of the activities of these notorious criminals.
Naturally, a trial was held in Paris in 1786 in order to vindicate the
honor of the French royal family. When the gullible Prince de Rohan
was acquitted, the news of his acquittal rocked France and caused
universal riots throughout the country. The starving people of France,
believing that Marie Antoinette was a thief and an adulteress, went mad
with rage and eventually demanded the Queen's arrest and execution.
Napoleon dated the French Revolution from the false accusation against
the Queen and the ensuing trial.
In America, Rachel Jackson innocently wed Andrew Jackson in
Natchez, Mississippi, in 1791, thinking that her first husband had obtained a divorce. When the rumors of the first husband's divorce proved
to be false, Andrew and Rachel Jackson's marriage was declared to
be bigamous and invalid. Although the Jacksons remarried legally in
Nashville in January 1794, and although the innocent Rachel had committed this blunder unwittingly, she was consequently shunned by society. The women of Nashville refused to receive her at receptions in their
homes.
In France, on the night of August 17, 1847, the nation was shocked
to learn that Fanny Sebastiani, Duchesse de Praslin, had been murdered
in her own house by her own husband, the Due de Praslin. Although
the Due had enjoyed only a platonic friendship with his children's governess, Henriette de Lucy, the Duchess believed that the pair was engaged in a passionate extramarital love affair. Her subsequent jealousy
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drove her mad. When the Duchesse de Praslin refused to write a letter of
recommendation for Mademoiselle de Lucy, who had been dismissed
from the Praslin household, the Due de Praslin flew into an uncontrollable rage and killed his terrified wife. Images of the blood stained corpse
of the Duchesse de Praslin, a virtuous and pious Catholic noble woman,
and tales of her struggle against her murderer, sent convulsions through
all France. The Due de Praslin took poison rather than face trial by the
House of Peers; the children were sent to live with their grandfather in
Corsica; and Henriette de Lucy was temporarily imprisoned in the Conciergerie until she she was exiled to America where a kindly New England minister gave her employment and asylum. Historians consider the
scandal to be one of the causes of the French Revolution of 1848, for the
murder of the Duchesse de Praslin instilled in the minds of the French
people the belief that their aristocracy was ridden with corruption. 11
Finally, all the world remembers how King Edward VIII in 1936
was forced to abdicate the throne of the British Empire because of his
decision to marry a twice-divorced woman of Baltimore, Mrs. Wallace
Simpson. The royal couple went into exile, and lived the remainder of
their lives in regal but isolated splendor in a mansion in Paris.
The author gives the reader the above historical examples to demonstrate the seriousness of the sin of adultery and in order to demonstrate that this sin-or even the mere suspicion of adultery- historically
has grave and disastrous consequences. Thus, the reader perceives that
the omnipotent God and Judge who despises and punishes adultery is
omnipresent in both history and literature. Anna Karenina is a literary
counterpart for many similar real life tragedies throughout European
history.
Indeed, each revolution in recent European history, each effort
to alter the traditional roles of marriage, the Church and government
ordained by God, has been invariably followed by a new period of social restoration, which reasserts the natural hegemony of the laws of
God over the State. In this regard, we call the reader's attention to the
fact that after the execution of the duplicitous Charles I in London in
1649, the revolutionary Cromwellian Interregnum was followed by the
11
The story of the Praslin tragedy has been told in a famous novel, All This and
Heaven Too, written in 1938 by the novelist Rachel Field. The novel was filmed in 1940,
starring Charles Boyer as the Due de Praslin, Barbara O'Neil as the Duchesse de Praslin,
and Bette Davis as Mademoiselle Henriette de Lucy.
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restoration of the deposed monarch's son Charles II in 1660, and this
restored constitutional Anglican monarchy has guided the fortunes of
Great Britain and the British Commonwealth ever since. Similarly, in
France, after the great Revolution of 1789-1795, and after the Napoleonic experiment, the brother of the deposed XVI, Louis XVIII was
restored to the French throne in 1815 by the Congress of Vienna, and
the royal house of France and the French Catholic Church once again
became triumphant. Finally, after decades of atheistic Communist rule
in Russia, the Russian Orthodox Church has now been restored to the
power and importance which that venerable institution enjoyed for centuries before the Russian Revolution of 1917-1918.
Many European playwrights and novelists have subscribed to the
philosophy of the ultimate rightness of the Christocentric theological
state governed by the Church, the individual family patriarch and the
just and wise Christian King, and their writings have greatly contributed
to the victory, success and proliferation of this conservative, yet still
powerful, political concept.
Shakespeare began this tradition with The Taming of the Shrew in
1592. Although the wild Kate rants and raves throughout the play and
initially obdurately resists the advances of her new husband Petruchio,
she is miraculously transformed by the magical power of God and the
patriarchal Italian state: in the play's final act, the now thoroughly repentant and reformed Kate scolds two equally disrespectful wives, and
Kate compels her two companions to pay homage to their venerable and
noble husbands. The image of these three chastened and now obedient
wives, kneeling on bended knee on stage in the final act before their
husbands and masters, was surely an image which deeply gratified and
delighted the conservative patriarchal rulers of the Anglican state of
Elizabeth I.
Jacobean theatre in early seventeenth century Great Britain continued this venerable patriarchal tradition. Although in each of these Jacobean plays, the order of the traditional English household is temporarily
upset by some unwelcome intrusion and the bonds of marriage momentarily dissolved; at the end of each of these Jacobean performances, domestic peace, order, and tranquility are invariably restored. Prince Albert,
the venerable consort of Queen Victoria, is well known for his maxim,
"Every tragedy ends with a death; every comedy ends with a marriage,"
and the history of English theatre certainly confirms this concept.
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France has given us two famous example of literature in the service of the traditional patriarchal Christian State. In Tartuffe, Moliere
shows us the diabolical machinations of the fiend Tartuffe, who intends
to steal the fortune and home of his victims, Orgon and his family. And
yet, in the final act of the play, a deus ex machina arrives to save the day:
the wise and omniscient King of France Louis XIV, who has learned of
Tartuffe's evil plot and intentions, sends his personal detective to rescue
Orgon and his family from disaster. Tartuffe is escorted to prison, and
Orgon is restored to his rightful position as the lawful patriarch and
master of his household.
Again, in Les Miserables, Victor Hugo shows us the Job-like suffering of the innocent Jean Valjean, who has spent twenty years in prison
for stealing a loaf of bread because he was starving. Upon release from
prison, the wretched Jean Valjean is relentlessly pursued by Javert, who
represents a perverse form of French justice. And yet, like so many of
his fellow novelists through Europe, Hugo creates a situation of miraculous salvation for Jean Valjean, which simultaneously pays tribute to the
goodness of the traditional French Catholic and royalist State: When Jean
Valjean is arrested for suspicion of having stolen the silver candlesticks of
his benefactor and host, the Bishop of Digne, the good and kindly bishop
tells the arresting authorities that Jean Valjean has stolen nothing; rather
the candlesticks were a gift from the bishop to his guest. Jean Valjean is
so moved by the bishop's compassion that he becomes a good and virtuous citizen. And finally, Jean Valjean's persecutor, Javert, undergoes
conversion and suddenly realizes the wrongfulness of his mistreatment of
his innocent victim. Overcome by shame and remorse and overwhelmed
by Jean Valjean's goodness and compassion, Javert commits suicide by
throwing himself into the Seine. Thus in Les Miserables, evil is subverted, and the laws of Christian goodness and justice prevail.
The novel and film presently under analysis, Anna Karenina, is
of course the most extraordinary example of patriarchal and Christian
literature in the European canon. Although Tolstoi does tolerate Anna's
misconduct for seven of the eight books of the novel, in the chapter
and scene of Anna's deathbed confession, she does recognize Karenin's
marital sovereignty, she does ask her innocent husband for forgiveness, and Karenin does respond to his wife's request with an attitude of
proper Christian respect and pardon. The scene is thus pervaded by the
Christian spirit of charity and compassion.
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The final scene of the current 2012 film is a microcosm of the
Christian religious and patriarchal spirit of the entire work: after Anna's
suicide, the spectator sees the widower Karenin seated in a beautiful
meadow whose grasses are gently caressed by the breeze. The scenes
radiate the pastoral beauty of a Monet painting. Karenin appears to be
in a state of serenity and peace- he observes his own son Serziosha and
Anna's illegitimate daughter playing in the meadow; a look of placid
contentment radiates from his countenance. While Anna's adultery has
led to her death and damnation, Karenin remains a favored servant of
the Lord and a universally respected servant of the Russian State. The
Tolstoi of this novel and film clearly desires to uphold the traditional
Christian values of Old Russia. Neither Karenin in this position of sedentary satisfaction and repose, nor the spectator, engulfed in this scene
of family bliss and idyllic tranquility, has any intimation of the coming
of the iconoclastic Revolution.
At this point in this essay, we return the reader's attention to
the fact that European society has traditionally been . profoundly
patriarchal. According to this world view, while it is unthinkable
for the noble woman to be unfaithful to her husband, the noble male
patriarch, the paterfamilias, is ironically allowed to have mistresses,
provided that he not flaunt his extramarital affairs in high society. Such
behavior was socially acceptable throughout imperial Europe. In this
regard, one recollects the touching relationship between King Edward
VII of Great Britain and his mistress, Alice Keppel. 12 When King Edward was dying in 1910, Queen Alexandra did a magnanimous thing;
she was deeply aware of the husband's affection for Mrs. Keppel, and
therefore she graciously allowed this lady access to the King's death
chamber. 13
This phenomenon was especially widespread and common in
imperial Russia. For example, Alexander II (1855-1881), the tsar
whose reign coincides with the events of Anna Karenina, had many
royal mistresses and fathered seven illegitimate children. The right of
the patriarch and sovereign to enjoy concubines has a most definite
12
Edward VII actually had many mistresses: Sarah Bernhardt; Lady Randolph
Churchill; Daisy Greville, Countess of Warwick; Agnes Keyser; Lillie Langtry; Mary
Cornwallis-West; Hortense Schneider; Lady Susan Vane-Tempest.
13
Anne Edwards, Matriarch: Queen Mary and the House of Windsor (William
Morrow: N.Y., 1984), p. 203.
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Biblical origin: it can be traced to the legendary 700 wives of King
Solomon who lived in his harem at his palace in Jerusalem. 14
The adulterous lifestyle of the Russian male nobility which was
countenanced and even encouraged in the Russian Empire appears in
the novel and film Anna Karenina in the activities of several male characters. The novel begins with the extramarital affair of Stiva Oblonsky,
Anna's brother, with his children's French governess; Anna's initial
train journey to Moscow is in fact occasioned by her desire to reconcile her brother to his wife Dolly. In addition, Count Vronsky's own
brother is involved in extramarital affairs. Count Vronsky's best friend
Petrivsky likewise has mistresses, and when Vronsky first returns with
Anna to Petersburg, he discovers Petrivsky in his apartment with his
current companion, Baroness Shilton. As for Count Vronsky's amorous
relationship with the married Anna Karenina, society has various reactions. The younger men envy Vronsky. His own mother considers an
affair in the highest society to be "the finishing touch" for a promising
young man of society. Vronsky's officers' code of behavior even sets a
prestige value on seducing married women-the higher the woman's
social standing, the higher the man's prestige.
The scene in the present 2012 film which best captures the spirit of
this old licentious patriarchal Russia is the scene at the Petersburg skating
rink. While their mistresses Baroness Shilton and Anna Karenina skate on
the ice with the other young noble women of Petersburg, Count Vronsky
and Petrivsky, astride their mounts and attired in formal officer uniforms
with the insignia of the Imperial Double Eagle and perfectly polished
gold buttons, gaze haughtily at the assembly of mirthful skaters on the
ice. This image of Russian male patriarchal and aristocratic authority and
prestige is one of the most impressive in the entire film. From their elevated position on horseback, Petrivsky and Vronsky seem to approve and
to justify the rightness of this winter merry making of the gilded youth
of Saint Petersburg. A look of regal splendor radiates from the faces of
these two noble officers of Alexander II, and the entire assembly of skaters seems to bask in the officers' aristocratic approbation. In the author's
mind, this exquisite scene on the ice depicts the quintessence of the aristocratic, deferential and elegant spirit of the Russian Empire.

14
The ancient Kings of Persia likewise maintained extensive harems at their palace
in
Babylon.
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Nonetheless, although Tolstoi was raised to uphold the double
standards of traditional patriarchal Russian society, which countenanced a multitude of mistresses for the noble men and the tsars, the
fact remains that Anna Karenina the novel and the film is a profoundly
didactic work whose essential purpose is to demonstrate the intrinsic
worth of the moral life guided by the salutary principles of the New
Testament, and to caution against the licentious lifestyle, which will
ultimately lead to damnation. It has been said, for example, that while
Charles Dicken's novel A Christmas Carol is a novel of redemption,
Anna Karenina is a novel of punishment and judgment. Tolstoi the
Russian aristocrat has clearly undergone profound and total conversion to the Christian faith, like Saint Paul of Tarsus, and he has become
Tolstoi the dedicated Christian moralist and reformer.
In fact, Tolstoi has constructed his novel upon a fundamental
duality, which is clarified and illuminated with great depth and sensitivity by director Joe Wright's film: Anna and Vronsky and the luxurious
social milieu of town life; Levin and his bride Kitty, and the natural
life of the country. As the novel and the film progress, Anna descends
into an inescapable hell of sinfulness and separation from God, whereas
Levin ascends to an ever higher plane of spiritual peace, understanding,
and harmony with the Deity.
It is well known that Levin is an autobiographical portrait of
Tolstoi himself. Just as Levin finds true happiness only on this country
estate while wielding the scythe with his peasants, so did Tolstoi exult
in the simple rustic life of the Russian steppes.
Indeed, Tolstoi created his epic novels, War and Peace and Anna
Karenina, while living with his ever growing family on his country
estate of Yasnaya Polyana. During this exhilarating creative and idyllic
period, his wife Sonya Andreyevna collaborated with the great writer,
rejoicing at his creative genius and faithfully turning his rough drafts
into fair copy. The numerous pilgrims who came to Yasnaya Polyana
were invariably impressed by the famous couple's state of obvious
connubial bliss.
Both Tolstoi, the novelist, and Joe Wright, the director, seem to
wish to recognize both the reality of the Russian imperial social order
and the equally valid reality of a higher invisible moral and spiritual
order. Anna Karenina and Count Vronsky are enslaved by the earthly
Russian imperial social order. Levin, on the other hand, transcends this
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mundane social order and its emphasis upon self-gratification and finds
peace and serenity in meditation upon theology, Christian ethics and
God. Indeed, the spiritual purification and transfiguration of Levin is
one of the most significant achievements of European film and literature.
In sum, Joe Wright's Anna Karenina is a masterpiece of the art of
film and cinematography. A visual delight, several of the film's episodes
are reminiscent of the ethereal paintings of Claude Monet. The setsthe opulent Moscow restaurant L'Angleterre with its bronze statues
and gilded mirrors, the formal English gardens, the numerous pieces of
Greek garden statuary, and the abundant frescoes displaying mythological themes-pay tacit homage to the contributions of the many Swiss,
French and Italian artisans, architects, sculptors and painters who decorated and beautified the Empire of the Tsars.

Peterhof,
the
summer palace of
Peter the Great
near St. Petersburg, Russia.

Having seen this film, which pays such extraordinary tribute to the
glories of the Russian Empire and the values of the Old Russia of the
Tsars, the spectator will readily understand why the Russian people have
decided to canonize the family of the last Tsar of Russia, Nicholas II,
who were so hideously murdered by the Bolsheviks at Ekaterinburg on
July 16, 1918. The remains of the deposed Russian Imperial family and
its members-the Grand Duchesses Olga, Tatiana, Maria,Anastasia, the
Tsarevich Alexei, the Tsarina Alexandra and the Tsar Nicholas, are now
venerated as holy relics in Russia. In addition, in order to commemorate
the Romanov sainthood, a Russian Orthodox Church, The Church on
the Blood in Honour of All Saints Resplendant in the Russian Land, has
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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been constructed on the site of the Ipatiev House in Ekaterinburg where
the Russian royal family was murdered. This is a holy place of pilgrimage that annually attracts pilgrims from around the globe.
Tsar Alexander II (1855-1881), who presided over the society
described in Anna Karenina, was a great reformer. He abolished serfdom in 1861 and established a more democratic system of local government known as the Zemtsvo in 1864. This desire for and spirit of social
improvement and reform pervades the novel and film Anna Karenina.
Moreover, the Tsars of Russia patronized myriad works of artistic, musical and literary genius which bring joy to all mankind. One recalls the
achievements of Dostoevsky, Chekhov, Pushkin, Rimsky-Korsakoff,
Prokoviev, Tchaikovsky, and Rachmaninoff.
The Empire of the Tsars, and its greatest literary masterpiece
Anna Karenina, clearly hold a special place in the hearts of the Russian
people. The reader will surely agree that the present 2012 production of
Leo Tolstoi 's Anna Karenina will likewise take its well deserved place
in the pantheon of film greatness.
- Bryan College
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Beyeler, Ernst. Ernst Beyeler: A Passion for Art, Interviews with
Christopher Mory (Scheidegger & Spiess: Zurich, Switzerland,
2011).
First published in French in 2003, Ernst Beyeler: A Passion for
Art (2011) consists of a series of interviews with the Swiss art collector
and dealer Ernst Beyeler (1921-2010) conducted by the journalist and
novelist Christopher Mory. Through these lively conversations, Beyeler
gives the reader a glimpse into the European and American art worlds
from the 1950s to the present, and the book is filled with fascinating
anecdotes regarding some of the most famous artists, collectors, and
dealers of the twentieth century.
The book begins in a bookshop, where Beyeler first worked selling
antiquaries. In 1948, he married Hildy Kunz, and together they began
collecting art. One of their earliest acquisitions was Wassily Kandisky's
Improvisation JO. This purchase not only formed the foundation of their
collection, it also became one of their most controversial acquisitions.
In one of the interviews, Beyeler candidly recounts the circumstances of
its purchase, and how, in the end, despite the ensuing lawsuit and controversy, he "couldn't bear to part with the painting," which he viewed
as "one of the pillars of [his] collection." 1
The interviews focus not only on Beyeler's acquisitions, but
also on the close relationships he formed with artists, the changing art
market, and the formation of his collection. In these honest and personal
conversations, it becomes clear that Beyeler was not just a dealer, but
also a passionate and inspired collector. In one interview he describes
how the initial shock of seeing Picasso's Guernica never faded; this
experience clearly determined the direction of both his commercial gallery and his private collection. Between 1945 and 2008, over 16,000
works of art passed through Beyeler's hands, some more than once, and
only a small portion of these went into his personal collection. Beyeler
devotes an entire interview to the origins of his Foundation, from its
1

Ernst Beyeler, Ernst Beyeler: A Passion for Art, Interviews with Christopher
Mory (Scheidegger & Spiess: Zurich, Switzerland, 2011), p. 22.
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inception in the 1980s to the 1997 opening of the Renzo Piano-designed
museum in Basel, where the public can see his collection of approximately 220 works by such artists as Paul Cezanne, Henri Matisse, Piet
Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, and Vincent Van Gogh. Some of the best conversations in the book center on the collection's creative installation;
in his galleries Beyeler juxtaposed works by Brancusi, Giacometti, and
Picasso with African and Oceanic sculptures in order to show how that
art inspired European modernism.
Although many are familiar with Beyeler's collection, A Passion for
Art gives the reader a glimpse into the man behind the museum. These
interviews reveal not only his importance as a dealer and collector, but
also his crucial role in making Switzerland a world center for modem
and contemporary art, in part through his founding, with fellow gallery
owners Trudl Bruckner and Balz Hilt, of Art Basel in 1970. Beyeler also
supported and promoted Swiss artists, and he dedicates an entire interview to the importance of Paul Klee, and another to the part he played in
the return of a large group of Giacometti sculptures to Switzerland.2
An enjoyable read, this book is essential for anyone interested in
the history of modern art and the art market. Hopefully, future scholars
will draw upon this valuable primary resource in order to place Ernst
Beyeler in the larger context of 20 th century art and the modern art market by comparing him to art dealers such as Ambroise Vollard, Leo
Castelli, Edith Halpert, as well as to collectors as varied as Emil Bilhrle,
Peggy Guggenheim, and Gertrude and Leo Stein.3
- Melissa Renn
Harvard Art Museums
melissa_renn@harvard.edu

2
From this single collection he brought back 100 works by Klee (88 of which are
now in the Kustsammlung Nordhein-Westfalen) and nearly 90 works by Giacometti (now
owned by the Giacometti Foundation in Zurich.)
3
There have been many recent books on 20th century dealers and collectors, including Annie Cohen-Solal's Leo and His Circle: The Life of Leo Castelli (Alfred A. Knopf:
N.Y., 2010); Isabelle Cahn's Ambroise Vo/lard: un marchand d 'art et ses tresors (Gallimard: Paris, France, 2007); Lindsay Pollock's The Girl with the Gallery: Edith Gregor
Halpert and the Making of the Modern Art Market (Public Affairs: N.Y., 2006); and The
Steins Collect: Matisse, Picasso, and the Parisian Avant-Garde (San Francisco Museum
of Modern Art: San Francisco, Calif., 2011). What is now needed is a comparative study
of all of these collectors and dealers.
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Greentree, David, and David Campbell, Napoleon's Swiss Troops
(Osprey Publishing, 2012) 48pp. $17 .95.
In Napoleon's Swiss Troops, authors David Greentree and David
Campbell create a richly detailed monograph concerning Swiss soldiers who fought for Napoleon. The Swiss were considered elite units
in Napoleon's armies and "would be often asked to save the day for
the French troops alongside whom they fought" (p. 6). Utilizing exceptional artwork concerning the dress and attire of the Swiss as well as
detailed graphs and explanations concerning the evolution and size of
the Swiss contingency, Greentree and Campbell construct a robust fact
book concerning the Swiss units within the Napoleonic military.
The incorporation of Swiss mercenary units into foreign armies
had been regular practice before Napoleon's rise to power and indeed
Swiss soldiers were serving the French monarch before the revolution.
The four Swiss regiments that were assembled would be utilized by
their French commanders as early as 1798 to assist in the War of the
Second Coalition. The Swiss were stationed in Italy, most notably near
Naples in 1805-1811, where the First Swiss Regiment would see action.
The Second, Third and Fourth would be utilized in the Iberian Peninsular Campaign and the repression of guerilla forces from 1807 -1814.
The authors spend a significant portion of the book concerning these
two campaigns as well as the final campaign of Napoleon's first reign,
that of Russia in 1812. At this point, the Swiss regiments continued to
fight, though "resentment among many Swiss, who blamed the French
for ruining their economy" was running high (p. 33). This note added
by the authors also explains why, after the return of Napoleon, Swiss
soldiers left France and even when the "column met Napoleon on his
way to Paris, the Swiss marched past their former French comrades in
silence, not returning their shouts of 'Vive l'Emperor!"' (p. 41).
What Greentree and Campbell have constructed is a very informative fact book concerning the Swiss under Napoleon. Within, the authors focus on uniforms, regulations and numbers and will assist many
who desire to learn more about military dress and regulations in Europe
during the Age of Revolution. The book itself is very short, only fortyeight pages, and because of this the authors are sometimes abrupt. It
seems that the authors expect readers to have firm background in the
Napoleonic Wars and would assist laymen with short summaries about
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the specific battles and campaigns that the Swiss fought in. Also, the
back cover and the introduction both point to the bravery demonstrated
by the Swiss in Russia as a crowning moment for their fighting force
and a larger description of this fighting is recommended.
Napoleon's Swiss Troops is an admirable work that will assist historians in the field of Swiss military history. The descriptions and details
of the regiments and uniforms are fantastic. Military historians of the
Revolutionary Period will no doubt find this book useful as a valuable
source concerning the Swiss military in the Age of Napoleon.
- Jeff Washburn
University of Idaho

Mary Ann Hafen, Recollections of a Handcart Pioneer of 1860: A
Woman's Life on the Mormon Frontier (University of Nebraska
Press: Lincoln, Neb., 2004). xvi, 100 pp. Paper $9.95.
The reissuing of Mary Ann Stucki [Stucki] Hafen's classic account
by a Swiss-American pioneer with an introduction by Donna Toland
Smart is most welcome. This is the seventh reprinting of the book, which
was first published in 1938 and was initially meant only as a record for
the author's family, but it has been widely praised as one of the most
important accounts of the Mormon migration and early settlement.
Anna Maria [Mary Ann] Stucki was born in Canton Bern in 1854,
and she enjoyed her early childhood there in the beautiful green Swiss
countryside with blossoming trees. When her family joined the Mormon
Church, they followed the Doctrine of the Gathering and migrated to
Utah in 1860. The family was too poor to afford a wagon, so they came
to Utah pulling a handcart in a trek of 1300 miles. Mary Ann's account
of the journey, its privations and hardships, has become famous in Mormon circles.
After arriving in Utah, the Stucki family was sent with eighty-five
persons in the "Swiss Company" to settle in Santa Clara, Utah, because
of the suitable weather for viticulture and the Swiss knowledge of grape
production. But the conditions were harsh, and the climate was hot and
arid. Mary Ann's mother fondly remembered the green countryside of
Bern and the clear mountain streams of Switzerland. She often looked
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at the barren and sun-scorched hills of Santa Clara and complained,
"Oh these red hills! This roily [muddy] water!" (p. 32) The family lived
first in a willow shanty, then in a dugout in the ground, and finally in an
adobe house. When the crops failed, the Stucki family went hungry, and
they also had to make almost everything by hand. Mary Ann's story is
one of remarkable pioneer courage and perseverance.
The Stuck.is moved to Bunkerville, Nevada, which had an even
dryer and hotter climate. Mary Ann married John George Hafen in 1873
as his second wife, following the Mormon doctrine of polygamy. Having other families to support, he offered her little financial aid, and he
was mostly remembered as the father of their seven children. Mary
Ann's youngest child, LeRoy Hafen (1893-1985), became a university
professor and was one of the most distinguished and prolific historians
of the American West.
Mary Ann enjoyed a long life, and she died in 1946 in her ninetysecond year. During that time, she witnessed the transition of southern
Utah and Nevada from challenging wildernesses to a part of the modem American technological marvel. For example, she walked to Salt
Lake City to get married, a journey that took ten days. Over forty-five
years later, in 1920, she drove there in an automobile. Mary Ann Stucki
Hafen's book is a highly respected account of how some Swiss Americans came to a new country and prospered despite all hardships.
- Kurt Winkler
Emporia State University

Benedict von Tscharner, Soldaten. Vielfalt der Schicksale in Geschichte und Gegenwart. Preface by Anselm Zurfluh. (lnfolio editions & Editons de Penthes: Gollion and Geneva, 2010).
This volume, available also in French, is part of the de Penthes
series Schweizer in der Welt-Suisses dans le monde-Svizzeri nel mondoThe Swiss Abroad. It offers 26 brief biographical sketches that begin with
an entry about the knight, commander, imperial bailiff and minnesinger
Werner von Homburg (1284-1320) and conclude with Basil Eugster
(1914-1984), Lieutenant-General in the British Army and Commander
of the Irish Guard. The reader gains an impressive chronologically ar-
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ranged glimpse of Swiss men serving in armies abroad, among them
people such as Fran~ois Le Fort (1655-1699) in the service of Russia as
Admiral, Vice Roy of Novgorod, and friend of Czar Peter I. the Great.
As his educator Le Fort was influential in promoting the Czar's intent
of modernizing Russia in the image of Western European nations, especially by the Czar's westward journey of 1697-1698. Premature death
prevented Le Fort from witnessing the creation of St. Petersburg, one
of his important projects, that became home to many West Europeans,
among them the family of Dorothea Maria Merlan, the daughter of the
famous Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1717) of Basel origin, the founder
of German entomology, that is, the scientific study of insects.
Three Swiss Americans are included in the work: Henry Bouquet
( 1714-17 65) of the Royal American Regiment in British service in the
American colonies, a theoretician of backwoods warfare, and victor of
the battle of Bushy Run that opened the Ohio valley to the white invasion; Heinrich Hartmann Wirz (1823-1865) who late in the American Civil War was appointed commander of the Andersonville Prison
in Georgia, was held responsible for the near famine conditions the
Northern army's scorched earth policy had inflicted on Georgia with
especially disastrous effects on the prison camp, and after a show trial
in Washington was hanged in 1865; and Emil Frey (1838-1922) who
fought on the side of the North, was captured by the South, and held
hostage for a southern captain the North had condemned to death; Frey
returned after the war to Switzerland and was active in Swiss politics
and diplomacy. -Among 20 th century personalities are featured Karl
Lennart Oesch (1892-1978), Chief of Staff of the Finnish Army in
World War Two; Hans Hutter (1913-2006), volunteer in the Spanish
Civil War (1936-1939) on the Republican side; and Franz von Werra
(1914-1941), a daring pilot in the German Air Force who hailed from a
family in the Wallis. Many of the entries list one or more reference titles
at the end, and a pen drawing of each individual is added to a biographical sketch.
In the book's "Preface" the historian Anselm Zurfluh, the director
of the Musee de Penthes, outlines its approach to the story of the Swiss
abroad. "No people, no country," he declares, "lives by itself. All claim
their place in the world, have neighbors, partners, maintain ties with
them or need to reckon with them" (7). Furthermore, "homo sapiens,
homo mobilis," that is, humans are by nature beings on the move. Any
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country, therefore, has an inside and an outside dimension. The outer
aspect centers on numerous individuals who are widely dispersed over
the globe where they represent their country and create institutions with
features of their land of origin. Thus the goal of the Mu see de Penthes
and of its undertakings is to present "a dynamic profile of the country
as it is outside of its national borders," that is, as it is shaped by Switzerland's military, diplomatic, economic, religio-cultural and settler
presence abroad (9). Zurfluh prefers the German term "Weltschweizer"
to "Auslandschweizer" because the latter seems to imply "foreignness,
distance, being not quite acceptable." "Weltschweizer," "Swiss in the
World," would therefore be a proper name for people with Swiss roots,
but who spent or are spending their active lives permanently or for a
significant time outside of the home country somewhere in the world.
The book Soldaten also presents an extended essay by Benedikt
von Tscharner, the author of the biographical sketches, who served as
ambassador of Switzerland to the European Union, the Organization of
Security and Co-operation in Europe, and to France. Since his retirement he serves as president of the Foundation for the History of the
Swiss Abroad that is domiciled at the Musee de Penthes in Geneva. Von
Tscharner explains that military service abroad was [until the American
and French Revolutions] a profession dedicated to the protection of rulers and their countries as well as to the pursuit of the rulers' goals, but
generally' was not viewed as a patriotic duty. Foreign military service
provided the wealthy with investment possibilities since the service of
a regiment they established could be "sold" to an interested buyer and
provide a major source of revenue, a system of which also Swiss cantonal elites made extensive use. As officers in military service abroad
sons of the upper classes could gain experience in leadership and military affairs while the rank and file could find employment that for some
was attractive.
In a "Postcript" the author of Soldaten attempts to present a "Gesamtbild," a general view, of the historical "Swiss soldier in the world,
[or] at least some general traits" (181). The soldier may have been imbued by a yearning for adventure and by "Streitbarkeit," a proclivity
to fight; he may have excelled in the skillful use of arms, in physical
prowess, tenacity, minimal demands, and disciplined attack. Benedikt
von Tscharner considers the Swiss soldier's often mentioned attitude
of "Treue," of fidelity to the regiment and its officers, as a kind of dis-
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tancing himself from the strategic and political goals of a ruler. He was
marked by the mentality of professional engagement, not by a commitment to the political goals of the overlord. The widely reported suffering of soldiers from homesickness reflected their deep roots in the Swiss
region they hailed from; at times it could drive them to desertion and,
if captured, result in severe penalties. Besides positive traits the author
also mentions negative forces at work in military service abroad such as
the inclination to physical violence, destructiveness, and cruelty. "Here
good and evil dwell closely together," he observes. (182).
In the conclusion of his "Postscript" Benedikt von Tscharner also
ponders Switzerland's present-day prohibition of foreign military service. He considers it as derived from the fear of a potential loss of much
needed manpower in time of crisis; from the ideal of neutrality that
forbids involvement in "Fremde Handel," that is, in foreign disputes,
thereby minimizing the possible involvement of a foreign power in
the internal affairs of Switzerland; and from the fear of uncontrollable
recruitment of young people by foreign agents unconcerned about the
well being of recruits and whose decision to serve in a military abroad
might lead to disaster. Although the author recognizes these reasons
as valid, he nevertheless holds "that here the State dares to limit the
personal freedom of its citizens" (183). In his view "that "Bevormundung," that guardianship, is in our time not appropriate anymore" (ibid.).
Today military service abroad should be left to personal decision, while
prohibitions and regulations are "improper, superfluous" (ibid.). Von
Tscharner holds that "in the conflicts of today's world a country like
Switzerland may not stand aside uninvolved and with inaction" (183).
Neutral states have a duty to help "preserve, maintain, and safeguard
peace, to support the United Nations, to promote human rights and the
rights of peoples, and to contribute to the possibility of enduring development" ( 183-184). Service in a framework of global unity rendered by
soldiers, experts, teams or whole units of the Swiss Army should not be
disallowed but applauded. Pupils and students should be taught about
Switzerland's global responsibility because global conflicts, although
apparently far removed from daily Swiss life, are nonetheless real and ·
affect everyone.
To the book Soldaten, de Penthes has added one with the title
Frauen, that is, about Swiss women abroad, and a volume Inter Gentes
about Swiss diplomats and others involved in global affairs. The general
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reader as well as the expert will profit from reading these volumes and
from the rich historical perspective they provide. They deserve a wide
readership and genuine recognition. _
- Leo Schelbert

David Birmingham, Switzerland: A Village History (Swallow Press
/ Ohio University Press, 2004). New edition. 256pp. $19.95 paper.
ISBN 0-8040-1065-X.
This vividly interesting book is both a history of Switzerland and
an intensive case study of one village. Of the nation's many boroughs,
the author understandably selected Chateau-d'Oex, his childhood home.
Chateau-d'Oex, 2010 population 3,231, is in the Canton of Vaud in the
upper Saane valley, roughly 32km./20 miles east of Lake Geneva. While
the author does not claim the village to be scientifically typical, its trials
and victories are Swiss and fairly serve as a national microcosm. The
author's supple prose is well served by sixteen pages of excellent pictures and illustrations.
The author lived in Chateau-d'Oex from 1947 to 1954 as a child,
spent his teen years in Ghana, and returned to Switzerland in the 1990's
as a visiting historian. From 1980 to 2001 he held the chair of Modern
History in the University of Kent at Canterbury (England), where he is
now an Emeritus Professor of History. His many books include Portugal
and Africa (2004), The Decolonization of Africa ( 1996), and "The 1848
Unification of Switzerland" (in History Today 45, 1995). Birmingham
recently gave a speech at the Library of Congress on Angola (http://
www.youtube.com/watch ?v=iGh6U-aQrLo).
Throughout the book, Birmingham interweaves very good descriptions of the major political, economic, and religious events affecting the
village and the nation. In a classic village history approach, he provides
details of the daily lives of the people that enhance our understanding and appreciation. These include-literally"butchers, bakers, and
candlestick-makers" chapter 7), Bern's military dominance, education,
courting rituals and marriage patterns, dairy farmers (pp. 57-80), politics, religion, etc. Many of these are strikingly interesting, and lively
prose communicates it well. For instance, included in the courting ritu-
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als was the custom of bundling (known in German as "kiltgang"), a
socially-approved, secret night visit of a suitor to his possibly-intended.
While Chateau-d'Oex did not go as far as some more rustic villages with
their three-day "trial marriage" (p. 47), it did include accepting a gold
coin or a handful of walnuts as a proof of betrothal.
Switzerland's historical tensions are well-illustrated and humanized by the book's utilization of the village method. The author shows
the mixed results of the tremendous rise in tourism in the nineteenth
century, from battles over water usage rights, to the rearguard actions
of extremely reticent farmers, to the modernization of transportation
and communication. The strains in Francophone and Germanophone
relations, so common in Swiss history, are fairly portrayed. We see the
village's reactions to and participation in the Swiss Revolution of 1798,
suffering under the Napoleonic invasion, and adjustments with Vaud's
1803 independence. The impacts on the village go far beyond the problems of its soldiers not getting paid (Page 109). Fortunately, Tsar Alexander l's childhood tutor was active in the Vaud independence movement from Bern, and so the province was able to remain free (p. 110).
The myriad of religious controversies also are discussed, with their
close interrelationship to political and economic stresses emphasized.
The impact of the Reformation upon Chateau-d'Oex is told in Chapter
3, with its military-political repercussions, Calvin's preachers, and the
slow pace of change. This is finely illustrated by the dispute over the use
of Sunday leisure (pp. 43-44) in Chateau-d'Oex, made more immediate
to the reader by the citation of specific churches and persons.
The battles between the Bern style of religious conformity and the
evangelical revival inspired by English Methodism were intensive. The
village approach again proves invaluable, as we see that, as with the
other controversies, Chateau-d'Oex's villagers were not uniformly on
one side. Such minute differentiation, as well as the yawning chasms
between rural and town, were-and largely still are-characteristic of
Switzerland as well as many other nations.
Similarly, the author traces the 1840s impact on the village's religious order by the Darbyites (Plymouth Brethren) with their concept
of a self-reliant congregation without a powerful minister. Their major
impression on Chateau-d'Oex, though, was upon agricultural practices.
The Darbyites' stress on "self-sufficiency, moral fortitude, and social
responsibility" (p. 113) became the norm for Chateau-d'Oex farming.
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The major schism in the National Church of Vaud, however, was to last
120 years. This Vaud religious schism and revolution helped start the
1847 Swiss civil war as most of the 25 republics fought one another.
Chateau-d'Oex's isolation proved helpful, as it survived intact this turbulent period of European-wide revolution and societal change.
Strongly recommended.
- William P. Kladky, Ph.D.

David H. Sutton, Helvetia: The History of a Swiss Village in the
Mountains of West Virginia (West Virginia University Press, 2010)
Second Edition. 144pp. ISBN 978-1-933-202-56-3. $22.95.
In his impressive book Helvetia: The History of a Swiss Village
in the Mountains of West Virginia, David H. Sutton presents a candid
and vivid history of a solitary American community and connects it
to the larger themes, movements, and events of the nation as a whole.
This is above all a local history, but the success of the work lies in
Sutton's depiction of how Helvetia and its residents-since its inception - responded to important national events. The immigration boom
of the nineteenth century, World War I, and the rise of technology in
the twentieth century ~.11 ~make appearances in the narrative of Helvetia.
That narrative is grounded heavily in the European roots of the village
and the role immigration played in the town's development and legacy.
As a result, Sutton's work represents a significant contribution to ethnic
and immigration studies in American history, as well as an important
example of how historians must capture and depict local history.
There are many merits to the book. Sutton's clear and concise descriptions of agricultural life in the village, as well as the area's economic
transformation, are especially informative. In particular, however, Sutton should be applauded for his vivid examination of the social life of
the community, which was seeded within the religious participation and
cultural, European traditions of its residents. Moreover, despite Helvetia's remoteness and self-sufficient community, even this small village in the mountains of West Virginia was not immune from the larger
events of the period. Speaking of the first World War, Sutton writes
that" [t]he conflict took on a special meaning for the families of German descent who still had families in Germany, as it did for the Swiss
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who were often thought to be German" (68). Further, Sutton argues the
evolution of the nation in the century resulted in a sudden shift within
the identity of the community itself. "The influences of two world wars
against Germany and the distance of yet another generation from the
old homeland helped to erode the sense of ethnic identity that had once
prevailed," he writes. "Helvetians could no longer fall back on a safety
net of carefully woven economic and social relationships as they had"
(73).

As a native of Helvetia himself, Sutton has an insider's perspective of the village, but never once does his research or his writing appear to be that of a biased party. Much of this impartiality comes from
his sources, which include oral history interviews with residents of the
village, town population records, immigration records, as well as other
primary sources such as newspaper articles and contemporary guidebooks. Sutton has also assembled a wide variety of photographs, both
historical and recent, that greatly compliment his prose. This second
edition of Helvetia benefits from added images of current residents of
Helvetia, which adds further relevancy to the text.
In his colorful portrayal of a Swiss mountain village, Sutton has
emphasized all that is best about local history: the origins of a ,locale,
its evolution and eventual legacy, and most importantly, the wide array
of characters who literally made the community. Yet within the pages
of this local history are strong truths about the history of the larger
American community. Helvetia, with its European roots, agricultural
and economic adaptability, and strong religious culture, appears to have
been a microcosm of the United States during its own formative years,
specifically the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Nevertheless,
what Sutton proves is that his home of Helvetia was-and continues
to be-anything but typical. It is a village steeped in tradition, remembrance, and a strong understanding of its own history, evidenced no
better than in Sutton's wonderful work.
- Christopher Tucker
Clark University
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FORTY-NINTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
1. Invitation and Agenda

SWISS-AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Washington, D.C.
You are cordially invited to attend the
FORTY-NINTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
at the
Residence of the Consul General of Switzerland,
Ambassador Fran~ois Barras
640 Park Avenue, 12th Floor (at 66th Street)
New York, New York

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2012
PROGRAM
9:15 a.m.

Arrival and informal gathering, Coffee, Rolls

10:00 a.m.

Business Meeting

12:30 p.m.

Luncheon

2:00 p.m.

Judith Mudrak: "Not All Milk is the Same"

3:00 p.m.

Break, Coffee

3:15 p.m.

Ron Duquette, Gallatin Reenactor, "Albert Gallatin
as Secretary of the Treasury"

4:30 p.m.

Reception

5:00 p.m.

Departure
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FORTY-NINTH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
October 13, 2012, New York, New York

AGENDA

1.

President's Welcome and Call to Order

2.

Reading and Approval of the Minutes of the Philadelphia
Annual Meeting of 2011

3.

President's Report: Fred Gillespie

4.

Nominating Report: Rosa Schupbach

5.

Membership Chair's Report: Eamie Thurston

6.

Treasurer's Report: Heinz Bachmann

7.

Swiss Vice President Report: Fred Jenny

8.

SAHS Review Report: Dwight Page

9.

Book Editor Report: Leo Schelbert

10.

Publicity Report: Brian Wages

11.

Old Business

12.

New Business

13.

Announcements

14.

Adjournment
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2. Reports
Minutes of the Forty-Ninth Business Meeting of the
Swiss American Historical Society, New York, N.Y., October 13, 2012

Ambassador Frarn;ois Barras offered welcoming remarks. He gave a short oral
presentation and history of the building where the Swiss Residence is located.
The building was once rated to be one of the twenty best buildings of New
York City. He mentioned that his social media staff would be on hand to poll
the group on their involvement with social media.
President Fred Gillespie opened the meeting at 10: 11 a.m., with thanks to the
Ambassador for allowing the Annual 2012 meeting of the SAHS to be held
there.
Fred recommended that the rest of the meeting minutes for the October 2011
meeting in Philadelphia be approved. The vote was unanimously approved.
Rosa Schupbach gave the nominating report. There were no nominations from
the floor. Philip Gelzer of Greensboro, North Carolina seconded. The motion
passed.
At 10:20 a.m. the membership report was submitted by Ernie Thurston in
absentia. There was a question from the floor about whether the bylaws are
sent to new members. From the floor there was a suggestion that Bylaws be
posted on the SAHS website. From the floor there was a question about complimentary membership. From the floor there was discussion about sales of
SAHS products through the website. There was a declaration that sales from
the website were not allowed as SAHS is a non-profit organization.
At 10:27 a.m. the Treasurer's Report was read by Heinz Bachmann. Franz
Portmann motioned and Rob Sherwood seconded that the report be approved.
Heinz informed us that we should not expect a $10,000.00 donation from the
Paroz family every year. The report was approved unanimously.
Next on the agenda, the Swiss Chapter Report was delivered by Fred Jenny. It
was approved unanimously.
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The SAHS Report was then delivered. Rob Sherwood talked about book
reviews. Rob is the new Book Review Editor, and he constantly seeks book
reviews from around the globe. Philip Gelzer had much positive comment
about publication. The many positive suggestions for the Review included:
•
•
•
•

A membership form in the Review so that readers could join
Simple ways for readers to obtain additional copies
An announcement about our website and its location
A brief biographical description of the issue's contributors

Fred Gillespie pointed out that copies of SAHS publications can be published
on demand by Masthof Press in Pennsylvania. Masthof Press has agreed to do
small bulk reprints of any SAHS publication upon request from the general
public, provided that the person making the request has entered a contract to
properly remunerate Masthof Press for said small bulk reprint. Those interested in reprints of SAHS Publications should contact Lois Ann Mast at Masthof
Press and request an estimate of the cost of such a reprint. Lois Ann Mast may
be reached at: mast@masthof.com
In addition, Fred Gillespie mentioned the publication of the next book, Taking
Measures. Fred also mentioned an email from Leo Schelbert about publication.
Heinz says that the Swiss version is finalized; a publisher has been found.
The publicity report from Brian Wages was read by Fred Gillespie.
Fred Gillespie demo'ed his new SAHS business card, saying that copies
would be printed for all board members. Robert Sherwood commented on
his visit to a festival where copies of SAHS journals were distributed. Rosa
Schupbach mentioned that she she has old journals for re-distribution. Heinz
Bachmann has copies of the second issue of the New Bern 300th Anniversary.
There was a great deal of discussion concerning local and regional events
with Swiss themes and how we could improve our membership. Rosa Schupbach reminded the group that we are a historical society and that there is
limited interest.
Rob Sherwood pointed out that he would like to see additional website links as
an exchange with consenting organizations.
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Robert Sherwood proposed that an award, not money, be created for students
who contribute articles to the Review. Fred Gillespie reported that a Swiss
student approached him for information concerning her matura. Philip Gelzer's
motion to pursue the offer of recognition for the students was approved by the
membership.
Philip Gelzer recommended that Leo Schelbert be made an Honorary Member
of SAHS. Rob Sherwood mentioned that this designation speaks to Emeritus level for Leo Schelbert. Discussion among the membership continued.
After consulting our by-laws, a vote was taken, and the meeting unanimously
approved to confer this distinction upon Leo.
There was a motion to close the meeting. The next meeting of the SAHS will
be the second Saturday in October 2013. The meeting will be on October 12,
2013, at the Embassy of Switzerland in Washington, D.C. This should be an
intellectually stimulating and exciting meeting with attendance by the Washington and Georgetown diplomatic and professional community as well as by
the various academic departments of American University and Georgetown
University. It is sincerely hoped that the many members of the SAHS residing in the Greater Washington/District of Columbia area will encourage their
colleagues and neighbors to attend this interesting meeting. It is so important
for the membership of the SAHS to have this special time of fellowship at the
Embassy of Switzerland. There will be a morning breakfast reception, a wine
and cheese bar and a fine luncheon with assorted Swiss wines and dishes. In
other words this is a meeting not to be missed.
The meeting closed for lunch at 12: 12 p.m. Philip Gelzer encouraged the group
to reconvene at 1:30 p.m. for the afternoon program.
B. President's Report

Good Morning, fellow members of the SAHS. Thank you for coming. I thank
Ambassador Barras for allowing us to meet here. This is most gracious of
him.
Our book of the year 2013 is Taking Measures. It is a male counterpart to
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Westwards, the stories of the lives of a number of Swiss American women,
which appeared last year. The Paroz family has donated $10,000.00 towards
this project. To show our appreciation for such generosity, I presented him
an original drawing (entitled "Milchma") from my mother's memoir, "From
There .......To Here." When I saw the result of its being framed in museum
glass, it was extremely difficult to part with.
The annual SAHS Swiss Chapter social event took place July 21, 2012. Seventeen people attended (including my daughter Jennifer). The occasion was
superbly organized by Fred Jenny. We convened at the Thun train station. After
a brief bus ride, we took coffee in the Schloss Schadau. One must experience
such elegance to believe that it exists. Unfortunately, the weather was overcast,
and so we were unable to enjoy the spectacular scenery from the edge of the
Thunersee. From the incomparable Schloss we strolled to the Thun-Panorama
where we were given a fascinating and colorful interpretation of the city's
history. Nobody could feel history was a dull subject after hearing this discourse. Then we took a bus ride into the Bemer-Oberland to the farm of Jim
and Barbara Consler. Jim treated us to a presentation of Swiss immigrants to
the Ohio River Valley. Our lunch consisted of delicious salads and wines. The
social event is reason enough to visit Switzerland. I hope to see many of you
there in 2013.
Our web page can be accessed at Swissamericanhistoricalsociety.org. If
you haven't already visited, I encourage you to do so. There are many interesting features.
C. Elections, Nominating Committee Report
by Rosa Schupbach, Chairperson, Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is made up of the following:
Heinz Bachmann
Leo Schelbert
And myself as Chairperson
The election process today will be quite short. The term of the Class of 20092012 of the Board of Advisors has expired, and we need to elect a new Class of
2012-2015. I heard from four members of that class, and I am happy to report
that they have all agreed to be nominated again. I have also contacted Kenneth
Schelbert, but have not received an answer yet. He is the son of Leo Schelbert,
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and I am sure that he will want to stay involved in our Society. In the unlikely
event that he should no ·longer wish to be part of the Board of Advisors, I will
make every effort to find a candidate to replace him, but I do not think that will
be necessary.
Therefore, the following are nominated for the Class of 2012-2015:
Susan Keller
Dwight Page
Kenneth Schelbert
David Sutton
Franz von Arx
Are there any nominations from the floor? If not, the nominations are closed.
I move that those nominated be elected. Seconded? All those in favor say aye,
any opposed?
Therefore the Class of 2012-2015 is duly elected.

SWISS AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD OF ADVISORS as of OCTOBER 13, 2012

Class of 2010-2013
Marianne Burkhard
Donald Hilty
Diana Larisgoitia
Urspeter Schelbert
Donald Tritt
Class of 2011-2014
Randall Gafner
Karl Niederer
Franz Portmann
Elsbeth Reimann
Paula Sherman
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D. Membership Report
To:

Members of the Swiss American Historical Society

From:

Ernie Thurston, Membership Secretary

Subject:

Annual Membership Report

Date:

September 30, 2012

IN BRIEF: We have 243 current members, a 2% decrease from the 248
reported last year at this time. We welcome two new LIFE members this year,
Ambassadeur Benedict De Tschamer of Geneva, Switzerland, and Mr. Philippe
A. Hans of Lake Forest, Illinois.

CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:

Membership Type
Regular ($50/yr.)

U.S./Canada

Switzerland/Other

Total

115
1

25
0

140
1

Institution ($75/yr.)

15

7

22

Life Members

42

7

49

Complimentary

26

-----5.

__ll

199

44

243

Student ($25/yr.)

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES, 10/01/2011 TO 9/30/2012:
Members as of 10/01/2011
Plus: New Members Enrolled

248
9

Plus: Former Members (not "Current" last year)
who have Rejoined
Less: Dropped by Request or Decease
Less: Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues
Current Members, 9/30/2012
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BREAKDOWN OF CURRENT MEMBERSHIP
BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
AK ................. 1
CA ................ 13

NH .................. 1
NJ .................. 6

co ................. 1

NV ................ . . 2
NY ................. 27

CT ................. 2
DC ................. 6
DE ................. 3
FL ................. 2
GA ................. 3
HI ................. 1
IA ................. 2
IL ................ 18
IN ................. 2
KS ................. 1
KY ................. 1
LA ................. 5
MA ................. 3
MD ................. 7
MI ................. 1
MN ................. 4
MO ................. 1
MS ................. 1
MT ................. 1
NC ................. 7

OH .................. 8
OR .................. 1
PA ................. 16
RI .................. 1
SC .................. 6
SD .................. 2
TN .................. 4
TX .................. 3
UT .................. 4
VA .................. 6
VT .................. 2
WA .. . ............... 2
WI ................. 16
WV ................. 2
B.C., CANADA ........ 1
ONT., CANADA ........ 2
QB., CANADA ........ 1
MALTA .............. 1
SWITZERLAND ...... 43
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E. Treasurer's Report
1. Consolidated Summary Accounts
By Heinz Bachmann, Treasurer of the SAHS

Income
Annual Dues
Donations includes
life memberships
Book Sales
Miscellaneous
Interest
Capital Appreciation

U.S. Chapter

Swiss Chapter

Total

$ 8,008
10,000

$ 2,655
546

$ 10,663
10,546

19

200
195
19

$3,220

$ 30,391

11

863
400
1,261

200
195

8 768

8 768
$ 27,171

Expenses
852
Meetings/Events2
$
Donations
400
Administration/ Postage/Fees 609
6,166
SAHS Review
Publications (books)
9 459
$17,486
Total Expenditures

$4,628

$ 9,685

- $ 1,408

Net Result

652
6,166

---3...965.

13.424
$ 22,114
$

8,277

Balances
Opening Balance, October 1, 2011
Closing Balance, September 30, 2012

$ 78,531
$ 86,808

Net Result

$

8,277

1

Excluding the transfer of $4, 985 from the Swiss to the U.S. Chapter Account.
Net of participants' contributions.
3
Paid on behalf of the Society for the books Inter Gentes and From Here ... To There.
2
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2. Balance Sheets ($)
United States
CLOSING BALANCE (as of September 30, 2012)
Checking
First Bank & Trust of Evanston, Illinois
Savings
Vanguard STAR Fund
Recent Expenditures Awaiting Payment
Total Assets

$ 23,690.58

54,690.78

- 178 48
$ 78,202.88

OPENING BALANCE (as of October 1, 2011)

$ 63,531.78

Net Change During FY 2011-2012

$ 14,671.10

Switzerland
By Fred Jenny, Vice President, Switzerland
PostFinance, Vereinskonto
CLOSING BALANCE (as of September 30, 2012)
Recent Expenditures Awaiting Payment
Total Assets

$

Opening Balance (as of October 1, 2011)

$ 14,999.50

Net Change During FY 2012/2011
Overall Net Change During FY 2010/2011

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17

9,219.89

- 614 33
$

8,605.56

-$

6 393 94

$

8,277.16
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February 2013 SAHS Review

F. Publications
1. Book Editor's Report
By Prof. Leo Schelbert

In 2012, no SAHS books have been published. Professor Philip Wilson's study
of Arnold Henri Guyot (1807-1884), approved as a project in 2009, has not yet
matured, but is still promised.
Susann Bosshard-Kalin and Leo Schelbert are working on the book Auswandererwege. Begegnungen mit Amerika Schweizern, to be completed by the end
of 2012. It will contain nine interview portraits of Susann Bosshard-Kalin and
seven autobiographical sketches. The German version will be published by
the Limmat Verlag in Zurich in 2013. The English version, Emigrant Paths.
Encounters with Swiss Americans, approved earlier as a SAHS book, is in the
process of being translated and will be distributed to SAHS members in 2013.
Professor Albert Winkler of Brigham Young University in Salt Lake City, Utah,
has kindly agreed to take over the task of SAHS Book Editor. It has been
a pleasure for me personally to have been involved in the publication of 22
SAHS books. Besides the SAHS Review, the flag ship, the SAHS book series is
also a significant aspect of the activities of the SAHS.
Respectfully submitted,
Leo Schelbert

2. SAHS Review Editor's Report
By Prof. Dwight Page
The rich variety and profundity of the contributions to the present February
2012 issue of the SAHS Review herald the advent of a very positive year in
the history of this publication. The June 2013 issue will be directed by Guest
Editor Dr. Albert Winkler, Professor of History at Brigham Young University
in Salt Lake City, Utah, and will include contributions by a number of scholars and historians in the Utah region. The upcoming October 2013 issue will
be a special issue directed by Guest Editor Dr. Leo Schelbert, who served for
decades as the Editor-in-Chief of the SAHS Review and who continues to serve
on the Editorial Board of the Review in an honorary and advisory capacity.
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2013
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This particular October 2013 issue will showcase the superb new Donald Tritt
Swiss Genealogical Library Collection at the Swiss Center of North American
in New Glarus, Wisconsin. Dr. Tritt has donated thousands of valuable volumes
to this library, and he personally helped last year to set up the library itself,
going on site to New Glarus to work with the librarians in that important Swiss
American city. Dr. Tritt and Dr. Schelbert will collaborate on this extremely
valuable issue, which will be of great assistance to researchers and historians.
Finally, the June 2014 Review will begin our student essay series. Beginning in
June 2014, every June and November issue published twice a year, the SAHS
will publish a college and graduate student essay on Swiss or Swiss American history and culture. These student essays will be selected by a committee
organized by Professor Rob Sherwood, Book Review Editor of the SAHS
Review and Director of the new student essay series.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dwight Page

G. Report on SAHS-Switzerland
By Fred Jenny, Vice President (Switzerland)

Dear Members of the Swiss American Historical Society:
It is with pleasure that I announce the 2013 Annual Social Event of the Swiss
Chapter on Wednesday, July 24, 2013 in Bern, Switzerland. The President of
the Swiss American Historical Society, Fred Gillespie, will participate.

We shall meet at 09:30 hours at the Meeting Point inside the railway station
of Bern. Coffee or tea and croissants will be served at the Confiserie Eichenberger, Bahnhofplatz 5, not more than a five minute walk.
At 10:00 hour, we shall walk to the nearby Federal Palace where a security
check and a one-hour tour in English will take us into the Main Palace, the
Chambers of the National and State Councils (House and Senate), as well as
other parts of the Swiss Capital's Palace.
We sincerely hope that you will be able to attend this interesting and informative event.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE SWISS CHAPTER
FOR THEEISCAL~YEAR 2011-2012 (OCTOBER 1. 2011-SEPTEMBER 30. 2012)

(In Swiss Francs)
FINANCIAL YEAR 2011- 2012
DD/MM TEXT
01.10. REPORT FROM PREV FY
8.10. Plege to SAHS U.S.A.
17.10. HILLENBERG Peter
31.10. Balance: CHF 13,564.55
1.11.
5.11.
Transfer to SAHS U.S.A.
14.11 . KELLER Hans Walter
15.11 . ZELLER Andre
16.11. NONAM
18.11. AUSLANDSCHWEIZERORG
18.11. VON TSCHARNER Benedict

POSTALAIC
INCOME
EXP
13499.55

65.00

INCOME
DUES

EXPENSES
ADMIN EVENTS

TRANSIT

CONTRIB

CH CHAPTER

TOSAHSUS

REMARKS

+ 2849.30
+ 3000.00 Credit $ 5849.30

65.00
4479.00

65.00
100.00
100.00
100.00
650.00

- 5000.00 Credit $ 849.30
65.00
65.00
100.00
100.00

- 35.00
+ 194.00

+ 500.00 Life Membership
(CHF 456.00)
Credit $ 1349.30

24.11.
25.11 .
25.11 .
28.11.
28.11.
28.11.
30.11.
30.11 .
30.11.

SCHMID Elisabeth
CRABTREE Martin
HURNI Silvano
DE GRAFFENRIED Chri.
STMTSARCHIV ZORICH
GESSNER Urs
MOSER Fred
lnt'I transfer fee
Balance: CHF 10'588.55
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65.00
65.00
65.00
100.00
65.00
65.00

65.00
65.00
65.00
65.00
100.00
65.00
65.00
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FINANCIAL YEAR 2011-2012
DD/MM TEXT
1.12.
30.1 1
5.12.
5.12.
6.12.
7.12.
28.12.
31 .1 2.
31.12.
1.1.
3.1 .
31.12.
31.1.
31.01.
1.2.
3.2.
6.2.
7.2.
8.6.
9.2.
12.2.
20.2.
20.2.
26.2.

27.2.
29.2.
29.02.

POSTAL AIC
INCOME
EXP

INCOME
DUES

UNI-BIBLIOTHEK BASEL
LANDESARCHIV GLARUS
STAATSARCHIV SCHWYZ
WIDRIG Hanns
STAATSKANZLEIBERN
KNOSLI Han
2011 : - Interest
Balance: CHF 11 '135.05

100.00
100.00
100.00
65.00
100.00
65.00
16.50

100.00
100.00
100.00
65.00
100.00
65.00

MOLLER Marcel
SAHS USA/Review Postage
Payment at PostOffice
Balance: CHF 11'198.25

65.00

65.00

BORDETYves
DETTWILER Monika
VON GRAFFENRIED Aloys
Reimb Lunch Jenny-Blatter
JENNY F.: Lunch w/Blatter R
VILLIGER POTTS Laura
PFEIFFER Robert
SCHOENENBERGERPe~r
Books 'Inter Gentes'
and 'From Here .. To There
Exp JFR 'INTER GENTES'

65.00
65.00
65.00

EXPENSES
ADMIN EVENTS

+ 16.50

+4.00 Credit $ 1,353.30
1.80

1.80

65.00
65.00
65.00
83.00

83.00
65.00
65.00
65.00

65.00
65.00
65.00
3121.20
450.00
1.80

- 3,999.75 (CHF 3,571 .20)
Debit - 2,646.45
1.80

Payments at Post Office
Balance: CHF 7,932.25
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FINANCIAL YEAR 2011 - 2012
DD/MM TEXT

POSTAL AIC
INCOME
EXP

INCOME
DUES

EXPENSES
ADMIN EVENTS

REMARKS

1.3.

29.2.
2.3.
5.3.
26.3.
27.3.
31.03.
1.4.

2.4.
16.4.
20.4.
30.4.
30.4.
30.04.
1.5.

3.5.
18.5.
31 .05.
1.6.

4.6.
30.06.

DAENIKER Sonja
CONSLER James
SCHELBERT Urspeter
ZEHNDER OPPRECHT L.Dr
BURKHARDT Arthur
Balance: CHF 8257.25
JENNY Fred , Reimb.
BLATIER Richard
MORF Kurt & Irene
DE GRAFFENRIED Ch/Brud
Payments at Post Office
Balance: CHF 8553.50

HOCHSTRASSER Martin
GASSER William Dr.
Balance: CHF 8683.50

65.00
65.00
65.00
65.00
65.00

65.00
65.00
65.00
65.00
65.00

Via JFR

51.40

- 51.40
70.00
140.00
140.00

70.00
140.00
140.00
2.35

2.35
65.00
65.00

VON GRAFFENRIED Aloys
Balance: CHF 8748.50

65.00

Social event: Cash payments
Food/wine Expenses
Reimb JFR excess wines
Balance: CHF 8587.40

350.00

65.00
65.00
65.00

1.7.

30.7.
30.7.
30.7.
31.07.

+ 350.00
- 511.10
+ 40.00

511.10
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FINANCIAL YEAR 2011 - 2012
DD/MM TEXT
1.8.
6.8.
6.8.
31.08.
1.9.

POSTAL A/C
INCOME
EXP

289.50

30.9.

JFR cash expenses Thun
Social event result
Balance: CHF 8297.90
NO MOVEMENTS
ON POSTAL ACCOUNT
Balance: CHF 8297.90

30.9.

Admin cash expenses

552.90

30.09.

INCOME
DUES

EXPENSES
EVENTS

REMARKS

ADMIN

- 289.50
+ 21.40

Transfer to JFR
only in Oct 2012

552.90

FY 2011-2012
Propriety of SAHS U.S.A.
- Remaining balance according
remarks in above column
'Congtributions to SAHS U.S.A.

30.09.

Reimbursement to VP CH
for Admin Expenses
- Postage CHF 127.00
- Printing CHF 393.00
- Various CHF 32.90
Balance: CHF

BALANCE AT END OF FY IN CHF
- Transit Swiss Chapter for U.S.A.

7,745.00

103.40

2,390.00
623.35

Effective Oct:
7'745.00

N/A

N/A

D:\PersData\New Actlvltles\SAHS\Swlss Chapter\Accounts\Forms\Annual Financial Report 2011 -2012
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~

DETAILS OF U.S. CREDITS AND DEBITS
INVOLVED IN THE SWISS CHAPTER ACCOUNTS
~

MOVEMENTS

CREDIT TO U.S.A.

DEBIT TO U.S.A.

BALANCE

CJ

2
~

Report from FY 2011

+ 2849.30

+ 2849.30

~

tv

0

Swiss Chapter Pledge 2011-2012

+ 3000.00

Transfer to SAHS U.S.A.

- 5000.00

~

+ 5849.30

w

+ 849.30

~

Life membership VON TSCHARNER Benedict

+ 500.00

+ 1349.30

~

Postage for Swiss Review from U.S. to Switzerland

+

+ 1353.30

.....

Books 'Inter Gentes' & 'From Here ... To There'
including postage

4.00

:::0

~
~

~

~

- 3999.75

-2646.45

PROPOSAL
In order to avoid paying charges on the Swiss Postal Account, I am not in a position to pledge last year's
amount of $ 3,000. I would therefore like to offer SAHS U.S.A. to cancel the amount of S 2,646.45 thus
Published
by BYU ScholarsArchive,
liquidating
the debt which 2013
SAHS U.S.A. owes at present to the Swiss Chapter.
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SAHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Phone: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dues:
_
_
_
_

Individual $50.00 per year
Institution $7 5 .00 per year
Student $25 .00 per year
Life Membership $500 .00

Make check payable to: SAHS
Mail this form, with your check to:
Ernest Thurston Membership Secretary
65 Town Mountain Road
Asheville, NC 28804
Email: Eswisst@gmail.com (mail to: EswissT@gmail.com)
Membership in the Swiss American Historical Society is open to all.
Each year, members will receive three copies of the Swiss American
Historical Society Review, a personal copy of each book published by
the Society, and an invitation to attend the national meeting of the Society, held consecutively in Philadelphia, New York, and Washington,
D.C. At these annual meetings, members will have the opportunity to
meet fellow Swiss Americans and scholars in the fields of Swiss and
Swiss American studies and international relations. They may also establish new friendships and professional relationships.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol49/iss1/17
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